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RIGHT:  La  Chispa  Library    

volunteer  Kevin  Rocha  
reads  to  children  on  a  mobile  
library  visit  to  El  Chile.

PLANTING  HOPE    
ENVISIONS  GLOBAL  EQUITY,  
SUSTAINABLE  GROWTH,  AND  
MUTUAL  UNDERSTANDING  
THROUGH  THE  EXCHANGE  
OF  SOCIAL,  CULTURAL,  AND  
MATERIAL  RICHES  OF    

NICARAGUA  AND  THE  US.

BilblioMovil: A Mobile Library
to Reach Rural Students

by Nereyda Urbina, Marisol Membreño, Cindi Melendez, Michel Sobalvarro,
Kevin Rocha, Jenna Cameron, and Wendy Zamora

T

he Mobile Library for Peace is a new
Planting Hope project, begun in
July of 2011, to bring library books,
educational support, and internet
connectivity to communities that possess limited
access to these resources. Teams of Planting Hope
scholarship students and staff visit several communities each week to provide children’s story time
and activities, homework assistance, use of text and
reference books, and the opportunity
for teachers to borrow books for the
week. Thanks to the initiative of
Jenna Cameron, Vermont resident
and Skidmore College student, and
grants from the Davis Projects for
Peace, Henniker-San Ramon Sister
Communities Project, and Green
Mountain Coffee Roasters, Planting
Hope has just purchased a bus that
will allow this program to grow to full
capacity. The project will serve at
least 1700 students in 9 community
sites.
The idea for a “Mobile Library”
began with carrying bags of children’s books to
a Preschool near the La Chispa Library in our
neighborhood in Matagalpa, Nicaragua. But we
always dreamed of expanding this project much
more. When Jenna arrived in Nicaragua in early
July we began making Mobile Library visits to
other communities.
It was during these visits that we realized
how something so small could help so many
children develop their mental and manual

skills. We learned from each community we visited about the people there and their desire to
get an education. Unfortunately, because of the
long distances between these communities and
the educational centers or library in the nearest
city, their school work is often incomplete due
to the lack of information available. This is
where the Mobile Library plays a very important
role by bringing the most up-to-date books and

information down-loaded from the internet.
Reading stories to the children as well as letting
the children read and do art projects also helps
to fuel their creativity and curiosity.
We all remember the visits to the communities of El Chile and Sululi in which we
walked about five hours from one community
to the other, believing that it would take only
1½ hours, as the locals had told us. For the
inhabitants of these communities, this trip is
Continued  next  page
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a “normal” distance they walk every day.
What stuck with us is what the students in
the rural communities of El Chile, Pueblo
Viejo, La Hermandad, Ocalca, Laguna
Seca and las Caleras taught us: They want
so much to finish their high school educations that they are willing to walk long
distances every day. And they do.
For us it is a pleasure to use our
resources as part of the Planting Hope’s
Mobile Library project. We can make each
day so much more for these children, parents and teachers, thanks to all the people
who donate to the projects Planting Hope
carries out.
Working at La Chispa Library every
day, we’ve come to realize something: The
more love and affection we put into our
work, the more genuinely it is received
by our students. An example can be seen
through one of the activities we do with
the children. We read them a book that is
totally new to them, ask them questions
and have them draw an image from the

book. Through this simple activity their
imaginations are unlocked. Although this
act seems so small and insignificant, we
have seen the excitement and the hope
open up in the children who we visit. And
now we thank Planting Hope for giving
us this great opportunity to live this great
new experience.
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Coffee Camps
By Mercedes Guerrero Arista
Director, Planting Hope Nicaragua

G

reetings friends. We
want to share with
you the exciting
news that our “Coffee
Camp” projects are now in their
second year of serving the children of coffee harvesters. “Coffee
Camps” are a free summer camp
program for children ages 2-13,
whose parents spend most of December and January finding work
on nearby coffee farms. “Coffee
Camps” provide children with
free health care check-ups, a balanced
lunch and 2 nutritious snacks each day,
as well as social interaction, recreational
and alternative education activities, and
supervision by two trained teachers. The
project is funded by Green Mountain
Coffee Roasters and Planting Hope.
When we think back on the very start
to the program, we remember that when
we visited children’s homes before the
first camp, the children hid and looked
out at us through peep-holes in their
walls. We then started the first camp in
December 2010, and the children’s timid
eyes hid their eager smiles. These children had never been visited by people
from the U.S. or other countries, nor by
volunteers working in their communities.
By the end of their 2 months at coffee
camp, they had opened up, socializing
with each other as well as international
visitors, requesting that different visitors
come back to play with them. They had
gained much needed weight, and learned
many new things.
We are very happy to be back this year
serving the communities of Ocalca and
Los Andes, where we piloted the project
last year. This year we have expanded
the camps and we now have three in
operation. This has allowed us to double
the number of children served, hosting
121 this year compared to the 60 who attended our pilot program last December
and January. This year the camps began
in November, a month earlier than last

year, because the coffee matured early
this year.
We have improved the infrastructure
for operating these camps. Last year we
used a black plastic structure built by
parents at the site of a mother who lent
us her yard to give lessons and meals.
This year we built an improved shelter
with a metal roof and bamboo walls.
Community support was evident by the
parents who moved the timber for this
construction from the community of El
Chile to Ocalca, carrying each board
through the hills for an hour to improve
their children’s camp experience.
We are also thrilled by an unexpected
benefit that came out of the camps. Up
until last year, the children of the community of Los Andes had no primary
school closer than a one-hour walk from
their homes. Thanks to the organization of last year’s coffee camp, parents
and camp teachers petitioned that a
year-round educational center be opened
where the coffee camps had taken place.
The Ministry of Education complied and
opened the first primary through fourth
grade circle in this location. Currently
they are exploring the feasibility of building a school in the community.
Friends in Vermont and around
the world, it is very important for the
children in Nicaragua to expand their
horizons, sharing the essence of life
through games, songs and stories. Coffee
camps have facilitated these important
social, intellectual and physical changes

in the children, parent volunteers and
community members.
Thanks to all the people and institutions who contributed to the birth of this
project, which day by day has taken root
and grown. Because of the involvement
of everyone—the donors, the parents,
the teachers, the children and those who
lend their space to the camps—we have
achieved impressive results in these communities. We look forward to the day we
see our children grow up, graduate and
choose to learn a trade and work for their
community. That day our dreams will be
fulfilled and there will be a well-prepared
group of citizens invested in the development of their communities.
FACING  PAGE:  Campers  in  Upper  Ocalca  

stand  in  their  new  bamboo  and  metal    
roof  camp  shelter,  tripling  the  size  of  last  
year’s  site.
FROM  TOP  LEFT:  Preschool  campers  at  

Ocalca  Camp  brush  their  teeth  with  new  
toothbrushes.   Campers  are  served  lunch.    
Initial  height  and  weight  statistics  are  
taken.   Despite  water  shortages  in  their  
community,  children  wash  their  hands  
before  lunch.   Campers  at  La  Hermandad  
stand  outside  their  community’s  newly-built  
adobe  nature  center  which  hopes  to  attract  
tourists  to  the  area  to  see  the  abundant  
wildlife.

Planting Hope thanks
Green Mountain Coffee Roasters
for their continued generosity in
supporting our alternative education and food-security projects in
Matagalpa’s coffee growing zones.
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Meaningful Internships with Planting Hope
By Mary Ulseth
story hour and arts and crafts. Working with the children has been a
great experience for me. They are
full of energy and adoration, and
work on the simple art projects I
provide them with enthusiasm and
pride. In San Ramon, I work at Los
Pipitos, a center for children with
disabilities. Because of the different
skill levels and body capabilities,
activities vary from helping students
learn how to walk, to reading and
y time in Nicaragua
writing, to playing baseball. It is imhas been an inspiring,
portant for all children to be given
challenging, and rethe chance to grow and express
me the chance to work with and learn
warding experience. I was
themselves in different ways. My hope is
from a number of amazing women. The
welcomed into the town of San Ramon
that the story hour, the art projects and
education, independence, and empowerand the La Chispa community with open
various games will help cultivate a love
ment of women is crucial and it has been
arms and I immediately felt a part of a
for education, the arts, involvement in
inspiring to see it in action.
larger family. Working with Sembrando
the community, and a desire to continue
In addition to the baking classes, I am
Esperanza, as Planting Hope is called in
learning and developing.
able to work with and teach the children
Nicaragua, has allowed me to become
Much like the baking classes, working
of San Ramon and La Chispa on a weekly
invested in a number of projects and has
with the children continues to be a learnbasis. At the La Chispa library and at a
given me the opportunity to utilize and
ing experience for me. I am constantly
preschool located in La Chispa, I hold
develop my own skills and paslooking for ways to educate
sions.
the students and keep them
The majority of my time is
intrigued while at the same
spent giving baking classes to
time improvising with the few
THANK YOU TO OUR 2011
local groups of women. The
materials I have.
LONG TERM VOLUNTEERS AND
baking classes give the women
After my two months
INTERNS IN NICARAGUA:
a chance to learn new skills,
here are complete, there
work together, create more job
will still be much room for
Hannah
Wirth,
Vermont,
US
opportunities, and serve as a
development, innovation and
starting point for establishing
new ideas and projects. The
Carlos Haase,Vermont, US
their own micro-businesses.
Sembrando Esperanza staff acPilar Galeote, Tarrasa, Barcelona, Spain
This allows the women to
commodate interns’ individual
Dominik
Koos,
Karlsbad,
Germany
increase their independence
skills. Their own aspirations
and play an even greater role
for community development
Paul Angell, Vermont, US
in improving their family’s
make them a great resource if
Mary Ulseth, Minnesota, US
livelihood. In the Sembrando
a student, family, traveler, or
Esperanza office, a pastry and
professional wants to put an
Gabriel Sequeira, Vermont, US
coffee shop is already under
idea into action. Whether it
Laila Copperansky, Vermont, US
way. Other women have taken
be teaching a class on busiSarah Vannote, New Mexico, US
advantage of their new talents
ness management, dancing,
and recipes and are selling their
music or art, the possibilities
Jenna Cameron, Vermont, US
cookies, cakes and tortes from
are endless and the citizens of
Karena Marti, North Carolina, US
their homes, or in the case of
Nicaragua are welcoming and
La Chispa, from the library’s
ready to learn and share their
café. These classes have given
own knowledge.
Planting Hope now offers a formal feebased program to integrate individual
long-term volunteers into our work in
Nicaragua. We match volunteers who
plan to stay for one month or longer with
meaningful projects supported by our
staff in Nicaragua, accommodation with
homestay families, and logistical support.
Mary Ulseth spent two months in Nicaragua this summer as part of the Grinnell
College summer internship program.

M

Service Trips to Nicaragua for 2012
February Multigenerational Trip

Physical & Speech Therapy

February 24 – March 5

August, 2012

A trip for all-ages. Focus on educational
projects, arts & baking classes. Families, individuals, mature high school
students invited. Live with a local host
family, Spanish language classes & 2
days at a vacation spot!

Special Educators Learning Exchange
Call or write for more information

Internship Program
Naturally Nicaragua!
With North Branch
Nature Center
March, 2012

Cost: $850 per person plus airfare
Family Discounts Available
Call or write to reserve a space!

Explore the community of La Hermandad as they launch a new eco-tourism
center. Help identify and catalog local
birds and other species. Visit other nature reserves in Jinotega and Granada,
Nicaragua. Co-sponsored by Planting
Hope and the North Branch Nature
Center, this trip for adults and mature
teens offers opportunities for both bird
& wildlife watching as well as cultural
exchange and service projects.

An opportunity for high school and
college students to volunteer in Nicaragua for 1-12 months:
s )NTENSIVE 3PANISH LANGUAGE IMMERsion
s ,IVE WITH A HOST FAMILY
s 7ORK ALONGSIDE .ICARAGUAN STAFF
and scholarship students at Planting
Hope’s educational sites
s 3HARE YOUR UNIQUE INTERESTS BY TEACHing a small group
Approximate Costs:
$1,200 per month, plus airfare

Cost: $1,350 plus airfare from Burlington
Call North Branch Nature Center at
(802)229-6206 for more information

For more information:
(802) 778-0344
email: plantinghope@gmail.com
Download application forms at
www.plantinghope.org

Brigades 2011
Skidmore College
Jenna Cameron
Laura Fralich
Taliah Hope
Joseph Hubbs
Joelle Sklaar
Elisa Davison
Randy Abreu
Brandy Boden
Paul & Caleb Treadwell

Green Mountain
Coffee Roasters
Karen Yacos
Rick Peyser
Christine Moshier

David Allen Copeland
Demelza Lawless
Randy Lewey
Craig Martin
David Marshall
Tara King
Tom Berry

Vermont
Multigenerational
Paul Angell
Audrey Ayer
Sandal Cate
Kirsten, Ali & Maddie Dunn
Ellen Eurich
Siena Facciolo & Soren Pfeffer
Kris & Luke Hammer &
Nancy Chickering

Hannah & Amy Koch
Quinn Mcveigh
Esther Nemethy
Janet Poeton
Margot & Lucas Prendergast
Claire Puleio
Lori & Gary Rose
Ben, Cullen & Sarah Rose
Delia Russo-Savage
Emily Sloan & Zivah Solomon
Molly Thoms
Ian Watkins

People’s Academy
Andrea Barberi & Andrew
Vallance
Collin Craig
Ashley Davis

Nichole Devenger
Jamie Strek
Stacy Tomlinson
Morgan Vancor
Linnea Wilhjelm
Dylan Zukswert

Norwich University
Tito García
Samuel Phaneuf
Orenda Wooldridge
Timothy Thurber
Olga Allison Tsybenko
Gina Fantoni
Bethany Brouard
Stefany Alexis Yasus
Matthew Davison
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A Fond Farewell to Sonia
a founding Nicaraguan staff member

Maria “Sonia” Castro began working with Planting Hope in 2001 when the organization and it’s La Chispa Library were still a dream. Sonia was one of just three employees
of the organization when the library first opened in 2002. Over the years Sonia served as
a preschool teacher, library caretaker, librarian, staff supervisor, library director, cookextraordinaire, chaperone to 10 students visiting the US in 2009 and La Chispa Library
Director/Administrator. After ten years with Planting Hope, Sonia resigned in 2011
to dedicate time to her family, her studies and to pursue other interests. Planting Hope
considers her a founding pillar of the library who, through her willingness to contribute
in every way possible, helped to sustain and grow the organization. Thanks to people like
Sonia, our projects continue to thrive. We thank her for her decade of service.

I

am Maria Sonia Castro, a former
employee of the organization Planting Hope in Nicaragua and I would
like to share with you my history
with the organization and how my work
within the organization helped me to better myself as a person.
When I began working with Planting
Hope in 2001, I did it to directly support
education in my neighborhood and the
surrounding communities. At that time
there were many economic obstacles for
families who wanted to help their children
get ahead through their education. Children had to go to the center of the city of
Matagalpa to do homework or research
projects. Through the construction of the
La Chispa Library, we were supporting the
families of the children who did not have
the resources to travel to the city to use
that library. Planting Hope’s La Chispa
Library provided immediate and local
access to education for many people.
When I began working with Planting
Hope, I felt that my role within the organization would be as a preschool teacher
and in charge of the daily operations of
the library. I never imagined that I would
get to where I am today. It is amazing that
the organization has believed in my abilities and given me the chance to be the
Library Director. Thanks to my perseverance and believing in my own abilities I
was able to fulfill this role. I took on this
role with responsibility and honesty. I realized that degrees and titles are important
but the most important of all is how you

do your job, your willingness to work and
learn new skills, and your support of the
community’s children. Thanks to this, I
was able to respond to the many different
needs of the organization and community.
I always dreamed of finishing high
school. Previously, I wasn’t able to study,
like many in my community, for lack of
economic resources. Working with Planting Hope, I earned a salary and thus was
able to finish high school on weekends
and fulfill my dream. I am currently finishing a technical course in computer maintenance and I hope to be able to complete
this course and continue supporting the
development of my community.
The organization and the people who
work for it helped me very much in my
growth as a person. I learned values that
many are starting to forget, like responsibility, love of work and above all, I learned
to value the feelings of other people. I
came to know different types of people
through the cultural exchanges—not only
foreign visitors, but also Nicaraguans in
my own country.
The support of the people in the US
who fund Planting Hope promotes education and facilitates a more dignified life for
the children of the communities where the
organization works. I thank Planting Hope
for all the time they entrusted me to work
within the organization, for all the support
they have given, not only to my community, but also to San Ramon and the surrounding communities where they work.
Thank you for the trust you placed in me

and I hope you always find sincere and
good people to serve the organization, but
above all the people in the community.

Revenues and Expenses
October, 2010 – September 2011
Individual Giving
Grants
Delegations & Volunteer Progam Fees
Fundraising Events & Craft Sales
Micro-business Sales & Misc Revenue
Total Revenues

Fundraising & D evelopment
Administration
Delegations
Programs and Projects in Nicaragua
Fund Carryforward for Ongoing Projects
Total Expenses

Planting Hope thanks our
dedicated board of directors
for their service

Darryl Bloom, Chair
Kris Hammer, Vice-Chair/Treasurer
Pam Laser, Secretary
Rick West
K.C. Whiteley
Paul Angell
Emily Sloan
Beth Merrill
Special thanks to departing board
member Rick West for his five years of
financial oversight to the organization
during years of tremendous growth!
We couldn’t have done it without you!

Thank you to our VT Host
Families for opening their
homes to our Nicaraguan
visitors over the past year:

Sandy, Will & Eliza Spalding
Kirsten Dunn Family
Beth Merrill
Darren & Dawn Moskowitz
Judy Pransky
Stephanie Craig family
Nancy Chickering &
Kris & Luke Hammer
Philip Dalsimer

Solidarity

Planting Hope, Inc.

by Siena Facciolo, Montpelier, Vermont

$24,473
$75,155
$59,035
$7,043
$3,006
$168,712

$9,547
$22,469
$26,305
$78,373
$32,018
$168,712

Planting Hope’s Multigenerational Service Learning Trips
connect Vermonters and Nicaraguans in a spirit of collaborative learning and solidarity. Siena traveled to Nicaragua at age
15; her words here represent the experience and deep cultural
learning that many of our teen and family participants find on
these trips.

E

very night felt like the last stretch of something
marvelous. Every morning felt like the turning point
in change. We were there to find meaning, to run
from routine, and to make connections with people and their
culture.
As a Spanish student, I was immediately swept into the
rich language. My love for the beauty of words fueled excitement for communicating in Spanish. Living with a purely
Spanish-speaking family, I was compelled to speak only Spanish for my daily needs. At first I was timid and had a difficult
time mustering up specific vocabulary and verb conjugations
in order to express myself. Submerged in the complexities of
the language, I quickly began to absorb small tidbits from the
conversations around me. My timidity gave way to gusto for
learning and using this wondrous language.
I began to talk in earnest with my host family and their
friends about our daily lives and our own families. I discovered
that the basis of my life is not incredibly different than theirs,
but that mine has more frills and extra trimmings. My mind
was given a breath of fresh air when I saw that I didn’t need
an iPod, cell phone or laptop beside me at all times. I could be
fashionably late and nothing would come of it. Family was valued above all else. My Nicaraguan friends did not need objects
to be happy. All they asked for was love and an open heart.
I cannot sit passively while others go out to make a
difference and learn about the world as a whole. For someone
who thrives on change, my trip to Nicaragua replenished my
mind, body and soul. The connections I made with people and
places are forever carved in my memory. Slow down, breathe,
and take some time to remember who you are.

Planting Hope, Inc.
P.O. Box 56
Montpelier, VT
05601

