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Raíces y
Ramas
Roots & Branches
Our Mission
Planting Hope serves communities
in Nicaragua and the U.S. by enhancing educational opportunities,
supporting grassroots initiatives
and fostering cultural exchanges.

Our Vision
Planting Hope envisions global
equity, sustainable growth and
mutual understanding through the
exchange of social, cultural and
material riches of Nicaragua and
the U.S.

All roads lead to hope: Planting Hope staff find a symbolic sign in Henniker, NH, on their return
journey to Nicaragua. Below left, Jacarely Torres Sanchez ice-skates for the first time.

Nicaraguans
Transplant Hope
in Vermont

T

his fall, Vermont students were able to experience Nicaraguan culture firsthand
without leaving their school. Likewise, Planting Hope’s staff from Nicaragua got
to experience the beauty and chill of being a teacher in Vermont.

Through a crowd-based fundraising effort and a Small and Inspiring Grant from the
Vermont Community Foundation, as well as individual donations, Planting Hope was
able to bring seven of our Nicaraguan staff to Vermont and New Hampshire for a sixweek teaching exchange. The staff visited 28 elementary, middle, high school and college
classrooms in Vermont and New Hampshire, sharing the work they usually do with
rural Nicaraguan school children. The Nicaraguan and U.S. teachers were amazed and
inspired that the U.S. students responded so well to their classroom performances and
workshops. First-hand stories of the visit begin on page 2.

Nicaraguans Transplant Hope in Vermont

Nicaraguans Take Home
Much From Vermont Visit
translated by Eliza Merrylees

R

eflecting on their six weeks in
Vermont, sharing their culture
and work with New England
schools and families, our Nicaraguan
staff recount their favorite moments,
cultural differences and lessons learned.

Nereyda dancing with students at Main Street Middle School

Nereyda Urbina,
Co-Director of Mobile
Library and Library
Programming
I was very excited to see people that I met
a long time ago who still remember and
like us. I thought they returned to Vermont and forgot about us, but I realize
that for many, we have planted seeds of
joy in their lives. I am very proud to have
filled their houses with joy. They remain
close friends. My host families were fantastic and showed such hospitality. They
shared a lot of time with us, a generous
thing considering Americans are so busy
throughout the day. The cold was tough,
and having to wear heavy clothing was
so tiring. However, I loved playing in the
snow and learning how to live in a climate
much different than the one in Nicaragua. Also, autumn was beautiful.

leave home at age 18 and seek their own
direction. I think this is a good thing. In
Nicaragua, we are always at home with
our parents. It would be good to learn
how to be independent and live apart
from them, not too far or close by. In the
USA, you are allowed to date, while in
Nicaragua we have to hide that we have
a boyfriend. The free expression to love
people of the same sex is a really good
thing. The care and opportunities for
kids with special needs is a great virtue
in this country, and I applaud that. The
fridges are too full and there is too much
canned food.

Educationally, during this trip I implemented everything I had learned for
Life was very different from Nicaraguan my job with the Mobile Library for the
culture. Some differences I noticed were: schools in the U.S. We did art, we did
punctuality, respect on the roads, seatbelt math games/tricks, we did crafts, iceuse, the excessive care of dogs and cats
breaker activities like the ones we use
(cats here are very lazy indeed), lack of
in pre-school. They have a very good life
time spent with families, the kids have a here. It may seem like the life of a rich
lot of afterschool activities, how orgaperson to us, but they have to work just
nized all the activities are, and that kids
as much to pay for everything. It’s not

In the U.S., you work hard and achieve your
dreams. The difference is that, in the U.S.,
there are more opportunities to achieve them.
—Neryeda Urbina
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what Latinos think. Latinos think that
in the U.S., money falls from the sky.
In the U.S., you work hard and achieve
your dreams. The difference is that, in
the U.S., there are more opportunities to
achieve them.
For me this trip was a dream in which
I have already awoken in my beautiful
Nicaragua — with a small house without
many luxuries, an excessive number of
passengers traveling on our bus, shopping in the market, my fridge with only
the necessities — remembering so many
good and kind people and friends. But
the best lesson is knowing that I have an
authentic identity. I love what life has
given me and, in spite of the hardships
of living in a country ravaged by wars,
hurricanes, political corruption and lack
of jobs, I love Nicaragua, my life here and
my family that surrounds me. I want to
scream with joy at the beauty of this life!
Open your eyes, look up and enjoy the
good things that life offers. I am thankful
for everyone who made this experience
possible. I love you.
Ariel Escorcia Soza,
Translator and
Delegation Assistant
Since I was a kid I remember my mom
and I talking about the big day when I
would visit the USA. Well, finally one of
my biggest dreams is completed. I have to

All these people were unconditionally friendly. It was a pleasure to
know them, and staying in host families made me feel overjoyed.
—Jacarely Torrez Sanchez
thank God for this experience and all of
the amazing people who have supported
me and this trip. This experience was
amazing in every sense, even when we
had to work under pressure. It was then
that hidden skills were brought out in
each one of our group.
Personally, I feel that huge changes that
have taken place during this trip, changes
that I never expected. A lot of attention
and care was given, and I felt part of the
community, a feeling only made possible
by the amazing people in Vermont that
welcomed us so warmly. We all felt loved
and accepted all the time. It is now that I
can see the many differences between our
cultures and ways of life. This trip helped
awaken old feelings in me and helped
make me a better and stronger person.

Ariel portrays a North American
tourist being offered a ride
on Milton’s horse in their skit,
“The Traveler”

made me feel overjoyed. I identified with
new host moms, dads, sisters and brothers, and it was exciting to reconnect with
some of the people who had previously
visited our country.
We learned a lot and shared a lot of
things that we brought with us from Nicaragua. This motivated us to work hard
and help out children and adolescents
who require education and more opportunities that are educational, but are fun,
and allow them to learn, move, read, and
play all at the same time.

In many of the schools that I attended,
I observed how each teacher attended to
each child with patience and was open
to students who had different abilities.
This was something that pleased me very
much to see. I also enjoyed the methodology in which teachers seek to capture
I don’t know how I will pay you all back,
I learned a lot about U.S. culture, and
the attention of their students through
but I hope you will continue to let me
where I could provide a bit of Nicaraguan conversation, games, drama, dynamics,
work for Planting Hope. Thank you for
culture. Of course, my special thanks to
posters, colorful and stimulating graphopening the doors of your houses and
our executive director of Planting Hope, ics, interactive questions, phrases and
helping me through every hard moment
Beth Merrill, who put her trust in me
other things. Everything to break the
that I was a part of. I learned to underand the whole team of collaborators who monotony in the classroom was done,
stand and handle the various personaliwhich is most commonly not the case in
ties of the people who I work with. Every traveled from Nicaragua.
Nicaraguan schools. Because they have
day I learned something new and was
I have had many new experiences while
limited learning materials and lots of stuimpressed by something different and
traveling in the U.S.: among them is to
dents in a single classroom, the teacher
amazing. In my 26 years, I have seen a
have
seen
autumn;
the
colorful
trees
were
tends to lose motivation to use innovative
lot of things, but I now know there is so
very impressive and beautiful. I liked
teaching techniques, which are one of the
much more to learn and do.
to see and touch the snow. I felt like a
most effective ways that students learn
little kid again, playing with my traveling and get help.
I cannot wait for the day that I am able
companions. Ice skating was a dream that
to return to the USA and support our
came true for me. I loved the musical con- Finally, I can say that this trip will be
organization more. I have so many more
certs at the high schools. Also, the plays
unforgettable. I will carry these people in
connections and this trip has helped me
with
a
giant
cast
of
people
was
something
my heart and in my mind forever. I feel
to grow professionally. Planting Hope has
changed many lives, and I feel very proud I had only ever seen in movies, and I saw nostalgic now, remembering the mofor the first time while in Vermont.
ments full of joy and happiness, sharing
about being part of this. Love you guys!
with others through singing, dancing,
And no doubt we could never complain
playing, talking and laughing and laughJacarely Torrez Sanchez,
about having met the great people of Ver- ing. The landscape of this wonderful
La Chispa Computer Lab
mont, Henniker, NH, and Boston who
country, its delicious fruits, their apple
and Cyber Cafe Director
welcomed us with great affection and
pies, chocolates, juices and several meals
happiness. All these people were unconFirstly, I give huge thanks to God
delighted me. I could go on forever, but I
ditionally friendly. It was a pleasure to
for allowing me to participate in this
know them, and staying in host families
wonderful trip full of adventure, where
continued on page 4
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Thanks to all donors who help Nicaraguan children. This is truly
something very beautiful on your part, because children are very happy
doing these projects. You are what made these children smile.
—Milton Armas Sanchez
continued from page 3

should probably stop now! Thank you so
much for everything! My regards!
Milton Armas Sanchez,
High School Scholarship
Student and Mobile
Library Attendant
First of all I thank God for giving me my
life. I also want to thank all the people
who helped us come here to the United
States. Thanks for every one of the things
you did to help us have this wonderful and unforgettable experience which
opened many windows for my life and
also helped me to think about what I
Jacarely and Milton prepare a meal with Randolph students
want. Thanks for welcoming us into your
homes and making us feel like one of the
family. You all have good hearts and it is
for the end of the school year and, in spite of family functioned, how to address the
so kind of you to help others like you’ve
time missed for this trip, he passed all of his people and the care their guests required.
helped me.
classes with honors and will begin his junior
The biggest difference between our counPersonally, this trip inspired and allowed year in February.
tries was that Vermont was cold. Nicarame to do things I thought would never be
gua can be cold, but not that cold. Seeing
Marisol Guardado
possible. This trip helped me learn how
the visual spectacle of leaves and autumn
important it is to save money and, thank- Membreño, Co-Director
colors, the leaves falling off of the trees
of La Chispa Library
fully, I now even have a small savings
in preparation for winter, and seeing and
account! Here in Nicaragua it is difficult. and Mobile Library
touching the beautiful snow made our
Programming
But now I know people will always be
dreams into a reality.
here to support me.
I was given the incredible experience of
The way of life of the people was really
traveling to the United States to share
I was surprised how very beautiful and
different too. They were busy, always
nice the culture was in America. I learned my culture with the people there. I am
focused on one activity or another.
how to be punctual, I learned many new starting to see how much I’ve grown since
Something admirable was the punctuthe very beginning of the trip. We found
activities, and I got to feel really cold —
ality of the students and activities in
that people we’ve known for nine years
which was good!
their schools. They had a wide range
had so much more to give and share with
of teachers, activities, and hours that
Thanks to all donors who help Nicaraus. We weren’t just visitors for a couple
maximized the creativeness and learning
guan children. This is truly something
of weeks — people will remember us
very beautiful on your part, because chil- and our beautiful country in their hearts of the students. They were able to put
their skills into practice by doing theater
dren are very happy doing these projects. and in their minds. I will remember the
activities, writing papers, and using difYou are what made these children smile. happiness of the people, who, despite
ferent sources of technology. One of the
If you did not exist, their beautiful smiles their busy work schedules, were willing
most interesting places for me was the
would not exist either. I wish you all well and took the time to support the group
Montshire Museum, where we learned so
at work and in everything. Good luck!
— not only with transportation but with
many activities that we could implement
Thank you very much, and maybe I will
care and food too. Young people who
in schools. We danced with the kids a
see you again someday! HUGS TO ALL! have visited Nicaragua in the past were
lot. Above all, though, we shared about
available to help, and knew how a host
Editor’s note: Milton returned to Nicaragua
continued on page 7
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Dear Friend of
Planting hope,

W

e hope you will take the time
to read this year’s newsletter, which focuses on the
honest and insightful reflections of the
Planting Hope staff who participated
in our Nicaragua-to-Vermont cultural
exchange. Over a period of six weeks, a
group of seven Nicaraguan staff shared
the Planting Hope story with hundreds
of children and adults at 28 schools and
community organizations in Vermont
and New Hampshire. It was a life-changing experience for each of them, and we
hope many of you reading this letter had
the opportunity to meet our dedicated
staff and join them on the dance floor.
Although the focus of this newsletter is
the Nicaragua to Vermont exchange, rest
assured knowing that all of our educational programs in Nicaragua continued
as usual. Our programs at La Chispa
Library, our community pre-schools, and
our supplemental meals programs continued uninterrupted with auxiliary staff.
The Mobile Library for Peace still made

Special Thanks to:
Green Mountain Keurig
Vermont Community
Foundation: Small &
Inspiring
Bethany United Church
of Christ, Montpelier, VT

Board of
Directors
Paul Angell
Pam Laser
Marty Murphy
Emily Sloan
Beth Merrill
founder &
executive
director

Board Members
Emeritus:
Peter Thoms
& Darryl Bloom
thanks to departing
board members
K.C. Whiteley
& Kris Hammer

Planting Hope staff on their Vermont visit

its rounds, bringing books, songs, and
games to the nine communities we serve.
And as we write this letter, our Coffee
Camp summer programs are beginning, providing much-needed childcare
and educational support to the migrant
families who pick the world’s coffee. All
of these programs were made possible by
the financial support of donors like you,
as well as the work of 84 international
interns and service trip volunteers who
visited Nicaragua through Planting
Hope this year.
In 2015, our goals and mission remain
the same: “to enhance educational opportunities, support grassroots initiatives,
and foster cultural exchange in Nicaragua and the United States.” Refreshed
and reinvigorated from their trip to
Vermont, our staff is eager to share
their enthusiasm—and some new-found
skills—with the children of Nicaragua.
But we need your support to make it
happen.

to touch the lives of students and families
in both countries.
With our deep appreciation for your support and warmest winter wishes,

Beth A. Merrill				
Founder & Executive Director

Paul Angell			
Board of Directors

As the heart and soul of the organization,
we count on you. We hope you will make
a donation, in whatever amount that you
can, so that Planting Hope can continue
plantinghope.org 5

Thank You!
Interns &
Volunteers
Vermont volunteers: John Murray, Renee
Ancel, Beth Ann Porter, Abby Colihan,
Anita Blakely, Sarah Blakely, Bethany
Church San Antonio Grande Committee.
Vermont interns: Abi Huntsman, Haley
Grey, Eliza Merrylees.
Long-term volunteers in Nicaragua: Jose
Garcia Rodriguez, Marek Bennett, Kevin
Kuschel, Ryan Siu, Whitney Godby, Julia
Gilbert, Rhea Constantino & Michiko
Oishi, Grace Baker-Whitcomb, Sammy
Rivera, Sierra & Karen Klotz, Liz Moldan,
Nora Burkey.

Delegations
South Burlington Big Picture: Ryan
Morra, Leah Anderson, Toni Kail, Cecilia
Giordano, Kindra Lundie, Hannah
Lundie, Connor Bell, Kjol Jonhson, Claire
Huttlinger, Manuel Leyton Palacios.
Keurig Green Mountain Employee Trip:
Colleen Popkin, Raphael Contreras,
Marjorie Chatelier, Chris Donnelly,
Mindy Hines, Jaime Rosas Lopez,
Israel Jimenez, Shenif Kassam, Justina
McConnell, Deanne Rocca, Elaine Siegel,
Jim Treanor.
Vermont Multi–High School Trip:
Colleen Purcell, Zivah Solomon, Josie
Slade, Claire Fraser, Abigail Huntsman,
Haley Grey, Tuller Schricker, Aurora
Brush, Phoebe Harris, Maya Facciolo,
Willow Forbes, Katie White.
University of New Mexico Occupational
Therapy: Hannah Bloom, Heidi &
Jackson Sanders, Mo Taylor, Kimberly
Willard, Maureen Mahoney-Barraclough,
Amanda Peña, Marina Weisert, Consuelo
Salazar, Melissa Daniels, Rachel
Gillespie.
Hellgate High School: Martha Newell,
Carson Kadas, Leydon Thornton,
Mathew Bain, Chloe Autio, John Dalpiaz,
Skyler Owen, Sophie Slotnick, Ian Frank,
Mathew Tucker, Stella Shannon, Steven
Nelson, Kessa Juda-Nelson.
April Multigenerational: Liza & Marissa
Earle-Centers, Karen Saudek, John &
Justin Murray , Ceres & Ford Porter, Silas
Baker, Eliza Merrylees, Tillie Quattrone,
Becky Lockwood, Henry Hoffert.
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2013–14
Donors

Kate Kim & Omer Algar
Richard, Rose & Sarah Allen
John Andrews
Paul Angell
Kathryn Angell
David & Monisa Angell
John Angell & Emily Nahat
Anonymous
Hans-Georg Bakker
Beattie-Buckley Family
Marcia Bellas & Rick West
Benevity Community Impact
Fund
Lindsey Benton
Mark Billian
Sharon Bitler
Sarah & Anita Blakely
Darryl & Barney Bloom
Hannah Bloom
Jack Bopp
Andrea Brassard
Elizabeth Brazas
Jake Burke
Richard & Louise Cadwgan
Ron & Pam Cameron
Judy Carpenter & Karl Stein
Pat Carstensen
Paul & Sandal Cate
Dale Cavanaugh
Nancy Chickering & Kris
Hammer
Hal Cohen
Darlene Colby
Community National Bank
Ian Conners
Ellen & Fred Connor
Paul Costello
Randy & Kim Crowell
Kevyn Cundiff
Michael Curtis
Chip & Alisa Darmstadt
Marge Dethloff
Jean & Charlie Dickinson
Mark Distefano
Kirsten & Tom Dunn
Liza Earle-Centers
Leydon Elaine
Hilari Farrington
Aaron Fishman & Lindsay
White
Priscilla Fox & Steve Klein
Ian Gauthier
Michael Gavrish
Phyllis Giordano
Karen Grace
Leslie & William Haines
Sarah Halpine

Sara Henderson
Henniker San Ramon Coffee
Lynne Herbert
Hoffert-McFadden Family
Ethan Hubbard
Averill Huff
Carol Huntsman
Donna Jerry
Leah & Keith Jones
Patty Jones
James Jordan
Joyce Kahn
Dana Karuza & William Tulp
Rachel Kirk
Sara Kirk
Kiwanis Club of Montpelier
Deborah & Jim Lamoy
Juan & Ruth Lang
Pam Laser & Eric Hart
Dorothy Laser
Helene & Michael Laurenti
Tammy Lawrey
Francine Levine
Sara Lisniansky
Lockwood Family
MSMS Parents Group
MHS Boosters
Michelle Marinello
Karena Martin
Ruth & Robert McCullough
Duncan & Belle McDougall
Christopher McVeigh
Marie & Jim McWilliam
John Mele
Mary Mello
Peter & Janet Merrill
Beth Merrill & Josue
Montalvan
Bill Merrylees & Lucy Patti
Bill Mintz
Daniel & Alyse Moore
Keith Morgan
John Morgan
Sarah Morgan
Ryan Morra
Stephen & Cindy Murphy
Martin Murphy
John Murray
Michele & Joe Murray Family
Margaret Newell
Newell-Kadas Family
Northfield Savings Bank
Teresa & Jack Novick
Laura Nussbaum-Barberena
Conrad Ormsbee
Angela Patten
Barbara Patterson
Blaine Paxton
Julian Pistorius
Janet & John Poeton
Mark Pollard

Ruth & William Porter
Beth Ann & Robbie Porter
Don Post
Cristina Regon
VT Community Foundation
Brenda Ringwald
Cindy Robbins
Cara Robechek & Donald
DeVoil
Mildred Rose
Kathleen Ross
Rotary Club of Central
Vermont
Ed Sbardellati
Barbara Schamel
Lauren Schlanger
Schwab Charitable Fund
Adam & Stephanie Scoville
Sarah Seidman
Rebecca Sheppard
Jim & Betsy Shields & Family
Erin Sindewald
Scott Skinner
Christopher Slager
Zivah & Emily Sloan
Samuel Sloan
Ben & Torrey Smith
John & Lizabeth Snell
Dina Solomon
Stephanie South
Beth Spitler
Jane & Dick Staudt
Zachary Steele
Joan Stepenske
Stetter Family via Betty
Blossey
Dean P Stevens
Sue & Art Stukey
Doty Memorial Preschool
Teachers by
Kimberly & Glen Sturgis
Stephen & Linn Syz
Christine Terry
Peter Thoms & Abby Colihan
Molly Thoms
Amy Torchia & Tillie
Quattrone
Vivian Tozzi
UU Congregation of St.
Johnsbury
Heidi Vietze
Joanne Vyce
Washington County Retired
Teachers Association
Dell Waterhouse
Daniel Wetmore
K.C. Whiteley
Elizabeth Wirth
David & Priscilla Witke
Shari & Karia Young

I realized that we have many positive things going on in Nicaragua,
and there are many similarities between our lives. The differences are
actually pretty small.
—Yasser Hernandez Perez
continued from page 4

Planting Hope and how it supports education in rural Matagalpan communities.
In the U.S., people respect each other’s
things. They leave their stuff out, and no
one touches it. There was a lot respect
on the road too. The food wasn’t bad,
but different. It is not the custom in our
country to eat a lot of salad, but in America it is a common habit. Another challenge was being away from my daughter
and my family. We talked every once in a
while, but not being able to communicate
personally was really hard.
Overall, I think our trip was really
important — we shared a lot of information and learned a lot of things that we
can use to help and get opportunities for
children in Nicaragua who are the future
of our country. I am infinitely grateful for
this opportunity I was given, and I think
I did the best I could at contributing
to the main goal of the trip: promoting
Planting Hope and finding more people
to support the cause that Planting Hope
represents. Thank you to everyone who
supported the group that went to the
U.S., and a special thanks to the Stowe
students who allowed us to stay at their
school. Thank you, teachers. You helped
us work together towards a common
purpose. This took all of our skill and

Yasser with students in Randolph

talents, but in the end we were able to
function as one.

committed to what you want to achieve
in life.

Yasser Hernandez Perez,
Delegation Coordinator,
Dance Teacher

Thank you to our director, Beth Merrill,
for founding this organization, realizing
the importance of helping others and
knowing that it would be challenging.
She stuck with it and it was worth the
work.

First, I thank God very much for giving
me so many opportunities in my life, this
trip being one of those. Second, I want to
thank my mother, who has gotten me to
where I am today. She got me an education, she pushed me, and she instilled
important values in me, such as the
importance of supporting others, helping
others who have difficulties, working
really hard, and being dedicated and

Marisol teaches La Taza to MSMS students and
school nurse Cynthia Murphy

For me, one of the most positive and
rewarding things about this trip was
sharing, supporting, learning about, and
understanding my six colleagues who
went on this trip with me. I had worked
with them before, but I never knew them
personally or had the time to share and
learn a little about each of them. They
had the opportunity to learn about me (I
am the newest to the organization) and
work with me. I wanted to learn to work
well with them, which was a challenge.
It may not have been a perfect group, but
at least we managed to work together
towards the same goals and looked past
the differences and difficulties to do what
we wanted to for our organization.
This trip was very enriching and rewarding. I got to share my culture, learn about
another way of life, learn how to teach
better, and focus on education, schools,
continued on page 8
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continued from page 7

and individuals. I realized that we have
many positive things going on in Nicaragua, and there are many similarities
between our lives. The differences are
actually pretty small. Just from sharing
with my host families, I understood this.
The economy, the social order, time management, communication, and resources
are different. Each member of the family
has their own plans for the day, yet they
are still happy and tight-woven. You also
have to realize that life in America isn’t
easy. It is less relaxed, it costs a lot to buy
and maintain a house and other essential
equipment. They have to strive every day
to keep up.
But I also realize that people admire
our daily motion of life in a country like
Nicaragua. This means spending more
time together as a family, wanting to be
a united family, and working at a slower
pace. We are happy despite our economic
difficulties and social problems; we are
always moving forward and is fulfilling.
I admire your lives, your space, your

families, your country and I am delighted
to continue to build and improve life, our
futures and above all, to keep helping
others with what we have and what we
can teach.
Professionally, I leave enriched, with new
goals within the organization. In the
coming year, I want to give 1,000% to the
groups that visit Nicaragua and that I am
in charge of. From my trip, I take away
much understanding about your lives
in the U.S., your food, your language,
your thoughts about our country, and all
the good that we demonstrated in each
school and in each home in each place
that we visited. We feel great gratitude
for your kindness to us and for helping to
improve the futures for children in Nicaragua. We endeavor to make you feel this
same kindness when you visit Nicaragua.
Marvin Kraudy Flores,
Performing Arts and
Physical Education
Teacher
The experience, I thought, was excellent!
I made many friends. Families are very

friendly and they respect us a lot. Something important was the time — an exact
schedule. I learned about sports; they are
super different from here in Nicaragua.
I liked that everyone likes music and
has instruments in the houses. Where I
stayed there was always a piano, which
caught my attention.
I gained experience in dance and physical education and we made the “chiquichiqui” music get famous. Thanks to
everyone who participated in the music.
I liked this whole experience, but one of
the things I liked most was the chicken:
yummy.
This trip helped me to realize that it is
important to speak and learn English,
and to realize that living in the United
States is expensive and not easy as I
thought. I want to thank Kirsten´s
family, Tillie’s mom, Mike and Carolina, Laura, Joka, Beth, Emily, and the
organization for this opportunity, and all
who made this trip possible, those who
worked there, and those who gave their
time.

In Memoriam
Planting Hope expresses our deep
sadness for the recent loss of the following Planting Hope family members
in Nicaragua and Vermont

garita Valdivia and Don Alvaro Arauz
as another one of their kids. He is
remembered in Nicaragua and in

Vermont for his adventurous spirit,
sense of humor and love of the
outdoors.

Lester Antonio Sanchez Mercado
Rosa & Simeon’s son, El Chile
Naydeling Obando Lopez
Lisseth Sanchez’s daughter, El Chile
Antonio Cardoza Gonzalez
Digna Cardoza’s brother, La Chispa
Luis Miguel Reyes Urbina
Isamara Reyes’s brother, La Chispa
Luke Hammer
Kris Hammer and
Nancy Chickering’s son, Vermont
Luke participated in Planting Hope’s
2011 and 2012 Multigenerational
Service trips to Nicaragua. He
integrated into the family of Mar-
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Luke Hammer, left, on a service trip to Nicaragua.

Nicaraguans Transplant Hope in Vermont

Vermonters Gain Learning,
Joy, Connection From Visit

W

orld language teachers and
host families share some
of their thoughts on the

exchange:

“So many students told me
that [the Nicaraguan staff’s] energy and
friendliness were contagious, even students not in Spanish class with limited
contact with them. They uplifted every
person they met, even in passing. It was
amazing and powerful to see our Nicaraguan friends reunite with students who
had traveled down in 2012. They are so
gifted with the ability to allow students
and adults alike to shed their inhibitions
— they even got the principals dancing!”
—Laura Kalp, Spanish teacher, Stowe
High School

project. This class was very special and
an eye-opener to Latin American culture
and possibilities for the students.”
—Mario Martinez, Spanish professor,
Champlain College

Neryeda and Jacarely experience
snow for the first time

“Planting Hope transported
our students to Nicaragua for a captivating hour of language and cultural immersion. Planting Hope’s engaging performances inspired many of our students to
consider traveling to Nicaragua.”
Chris Urban, Spanish teacher, Harwood
Union High School

“These wonderful guests
visited our class and shared
about their work providing special classes
like music, dance, PE, art and library to
students in local schools where they live
“The experience surpassed
in Nicaragua. They answered questions
our hopes. The Harvest Celebraand shared their impressions about the
tion performance, when the entire school cultural differences between Montpewas dancing and singing along with the
lier, VT, and their home communities.
group from Nicaragua, was the culminat- They also taught us some traditional and
ing moment for MHS! Just amazing!”
contemporary Nicaraguan dance moves!
—Colleen Purcell, Spanish teacher, Mont- In the afternoon, students attended a
pelier High School performance in the auditorium. The
performers had the ENTIRE auditorium
“We enjoyed the homeon our feet, clapping, dancing, and even
school visit so much, and my kids singing. Several students from our class
have followed up with questions, more
even got to participate on stage. Students
motivation for our Spanish lessons, and
were calling it “the best assembly ever!”
an increased excitement for our PlantI suspect our class conversation about
ing Hope trip in March. Several of the
Nicaragua and Planting Hope (and dancperformers made a point to personally
ing!) will continue in the days to come.
connect with my kids. We loved the
—Morgan Lloyd, fifth-grade teacher, Union
drumming and singing, and the skit.
Elementary School
—Valerie Wood-Lewis, Burlington, VT
“Being a host family was a
“Yasser, Ariel and Nereyda wonderful experience for all
came to my class and they had a of us. For our kids, it was an opportunity
great impact on my students. They were
to spend some time with people from a
very articulate in talking about the proj- different culture and really get to know
ects and the impact on the youth in Nica- them one-on-one. For Caroline and I,
ragua. They shared with us many cultural hearing Marvin and Martin’s stories of
aspects of Nicaragua and communicated how Planting Hope had changed their
very well with the students and the
lives, and sharing in the joy and sense of
students were very impressed about the
wonder that these two young men ex-

perienced on their first trip abroad, was
deeply moving.”
—Mike Ballard, Burlington, VT
“Hosting Ariel and Milton
was such a pleasure! They are
two very individual, fun and caring people
who we were thrilled to have stay with us.
During the weeks they were at our house,
many jokes came up between us because
of the small language barrier. They are inside jokes that we will share with Milton
and Ariel forever. We wish them the best
of their lives down in Nicaragua, but we
hope to see them again.”
—The Porter family, Adamant, VT
“Chori [Marvin] was a
complete joy to have! We would
play music almost every night, and late at
night when I was doing homework, my
dad would show him music videos, and
they really connected. It was wonderful!”
Tillie Quattrone, junior, U-32 High School
“It was a magical moment
at our house for both the North
and Central Americans when the snow
started falling. They went out to play in
it and were immediately transported into
Vermont winter culture, and they started
singing Christmas carols in the kitchen
with Marvin as the drummer boy!”
—Kirsten Dunn, Montpelier
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Planting
Hope’s 2015
Service Trips
February 21–March 3,
2015: Multi-Generational
Service Adventure. Open to
adults, families, mature teenagers . Focus on education and
mobile library literacy activities.

Organizations &
Schools Visited
Colchester High School, University of
Vermont, Champlain College, Williston
Central School, South Burlington High
School, Chittenden County Homeschool
network, Stowe Middle & High School,
People’s Academy, Montpelier High
School, Main Street Middle School, Union

U.S. Host Families

March 20–30, 2015: Naturally Nicaragua. Get ready
to be immersed in the nature
and culture of Nicaragua. Call
229-6206 or visit northbranchnaturecenter.org.
If you are interested in participating in a service-learning adventure trip to Nicaragua with Planting Hope, please write to Beth
Merrill at beth@plantinghope.org
or call 802-778-0344.

Elementary School, The New School,
Harwood Union High School, Twinfield
Union School, Norwich University, Randolph
Union High School, Orchard Valley Waldorf
School, East Montpelier Elementary School,
All Together Now, Rumney Memorial School,
U-32 Junior-Senior High School, Aldrich
Library, Family Center of Washington
County, Enchanted Forest, St. Johnsbury
UU Church, Unitarian Church of Montpelier,
John Starks High School, NH, Washington
County Retired Teachers Association.

From top left,
Jacarely, Marvin,
Sydney and Maizy

Pam Laser & Eric Hart, Mike Ballard and
Caroline Beer, Kathleen Donohue and Scott
Richards, Luis Vivanco and Peggy O’Neill,
Sierra and Karen Klotz, Josue Montalvan
& Beth Merrill, Beth Ann & Robbie Porter,
Kelly Grey Family, Jamie Huntsman & Joy
Partridge, Jennifer Bickart Family, Heidi
Vietze & Van Carr, Laura & Jimmy Kalp, Kim
Bruno and Jeff Seivwright, Stephen & Linn
Syz, Taran Clammer Family, Bill Merrylees &
Lucy Patti, Sandal and Paul Cate, Sarah Mele
& Carlos Haase, Chip & Alyssa Darmstadt,
Kirsten & Tom Dunn, Ellen & Fred Connor,
Pitz Quattrone & Amy Torcia, Jason Paul &
Lianne Tyrrel, Jack Bopp & Gail Kennedy,
Ross & Joslin Bennett, Marek Bennett, Anna
& Rachel Finklestein.
Newsletter layout & design by Dana Dwinell-Yardley.

Planting Hope, Inc.
PO Box 56
Montpelier, VT 05601
802-778-0344
plantinghope.org

Nicaraguan staff are wowed by fall foliage in New England.

