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Raíces y
Ramas
Roots & Branches

Enhancing educational opportunities, supporting grassroots initiatives
and fostering cultural exchanges in Nicaragua and the United States

In 2017...

10 Nicaraguans were

employed full-time by Planting
Hope.

29 preschool teachers and

high school students received
Planting Hope scholarships in
exchange for the educational
services they provide.

100 volunteers from the

U.S. visited Nicaragua to work
on our projects.

250 new early reader and
chapter books were sent to
Nicaragua.

1,991 students in rural

and urban Nicaragua were
reached by the Mobile Library.

7,124 visits were made to
La Chispa Library for research,
games and pleasure reading.

$13,066 was invested
in the local Nicaraguan
economy through payments to
our host families in San Ramon.

Bringing Hands-On Reading
and Science to Nicaraguan
Students and Teachers

I

t’s been an exciting year for Planting Hope in Nicaragua! Through a grant and
individual donations, we were able to purchase 250 new children’s picture and
chapter books to send to Nicaragua. This is our first major book purchase
since the organization was founded in 2001, so children were eager to get their
hands on some new books! We are also excited to have had many students participate in hands-on science experiments, many brought to Nicaragua by Vermont
teachers and students. We hope you enjoy the stories of hope and struggles and
our strong desire to enhance education for Nicaraguan students.

Mobile & La Chispa Libraries
Stories of struggle, success, and entrusting
children with responsibility and books!
By Marisol Membreño Guardado,
teachers say he is improving in his classes.
Nereyda Urbina and Cindy Melendez
His parents have been more supportive
Arauz, Mobile and La Chispa Library Staff of him visiting the library—knowing
he is learning and not just using the
his year, we started a new literacy time to play outside the house! Osmar,
club when we received the new
a psychology student from the local
shipment of books from the
university who is doing his practicum
TAG Foundation. The club maintained
with Planting Hope, has also helped with
a solid group of 10 committed students
Yoander. Osmar suggested that what
who took their new books home to
Yoander needed was more attention from
read a chapter and came to the literacy
his teachers or guardians so that he could
club ready to talk about and analyze
focus on learning and not acting out. It
what they had learned. What was so
seems that giving him attention and space
exciting was that each student found
in the Literacy Club to express himself
something in the book they could relate
was just what he needed to succeed!
to, something similar that had happened
in their own lives. With their peers in
The majority of the children that attend
the literacy club, they would talk about
La Chispa Library are from an unsafe,
what the characters could have done
poor neighborhood. A lot of children
differently, or what they would do in
are from families who are migrating to
their own lives when confronted with
find work. Children in these situations
similar challenges.
grow up with a lot of delinquency that
surrounds them, so it is important to
One student, Yoander, was struggling in
show them something different. In
school and had to repeat the 6th grade.
October, we were able to take students
When he first started visiting La Chispa
who attend La Chispa Library to a sister
Library, he complained that he did not
library in a nearby city to expand their
like reading. After joining the Literacy
minds, show them new opportunities, and
Club, however, he has been really excited continue encouraging a love of reading.
about his new reading abilities and his

T

A science fair came to San Ramon and captured the interest of the
summer camp participants as well as passersby.
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For the past two years, we have been
visiting the small community of Amancia
with Mobile Library, near a large
coffee farm in Matagalpa. Last year, a
boy named Juan Jose was afraid to get
involved in the Mobile Library activities
and often didn’t even get out of his seat.
Last year, we started to ask one Mobile
Library staff member to sit and read with
him while the others were playing, as
reading is an activity he liked to do. Since
then, Juan Jose has been participating
more in Mobile Library activities, even
dancing. He recently won two awards in
literacy competitions in his community
and municipality. His mom has been
one of his biggest fans, and we know
that with her support and the support of
Mobile Library, Juan Jose will continue
to go far.
One student we visit with Mobile Library
has to deal with a lot of problems at
home between her mother and stepfather.
When we first started visiting her
classroom, Yahaira was angry and crying
all the time. We tried to involve her in all
the activities, but she didn’t want to join,
especially because she avoids any physical
contact and there are a lot of sports,
music and games we play where kids
make contact with each other. Osmar
started working with her individually
and suggested the teacher involve
Yahaira as a special student helper. This
was a great approach because she started
getting involved without having to play
with the other kids right away. Over time,
she started dancing, doing crafts, and
participating in other Mobile Library
activities.
We have been visiting the school in the
community of La Reina for three years.
Almost all of the children at La Reina
when we first visited didn’t want to read
books, they just wanted to play. Once
we started introducing literacy circles,
we saw that children started using their
free time to pick up books, not just toys.

Each student found something in the book they could relate to,
something similar that had happened in their own lives
—Marisol Memreño Guardado

Students reading outside their classrooms in Danilo Gonzalez Community.

Before, we worried that sending books
home with students would mean we
would lose too many books and never get
them back. Now, we see that allowing
students to bring the books home has
empowered them to be responsible
for something. They read the stories
at home and return to school wanting
to tell us about what the read. They
exchange stories with each other, talking
about the stories with others in their
reading group.
After four years of making weekly visits
to the community of La Calera, this
year we made less frequent visits and
counted on the teachers there to carry
on the techniques that we have taught
them. Leonor Fuentes teaches a multigrade 4-5-6 class there and is very
captivated by what we do and how we
work with children. On our visits, we
can see that she is putting into practice
what she has learned from us, and is
doing the activities with the kids that we
taught her! She is an example of exactly
what we are trying to achieve with the
teachers we work with and train. Leonor
follows the Nicaraguan Ministry of
Education’s curriculum, but she also

intersperses more creative activities that
we have taught her. Some other teachers
are afraid to step out of the Ministry’s
curriculum because they fear they might
get in trouble, but Leonor demonstrates
how teachers can do both.
In May, we organized a small science
and technology fair in May during La
Chispa Library’s 15th birthday party, so
our students could practice what they
learned from the Stowe High School
and multigenerational brigades. Some of
the experiments they demonstrated were
the “Catapult” experiment with a spoon
and rubbers bands designed to measure
strength, distance and resistance, as well
as the “Telephone” experiment with a
string and empty plastic cups to see how
sound waves travel. We also stained
coffee filters with water and paint to
see the absorption of water, and we
showed students how photographers
take pictures by capturing light. The La
Chispa Library is now 15 years old, so
there is a new generation of students
coming that were not around when
we first started. It is important that
students from the more dangerous
neighborhoods, Sabadell and Tilburg,

know there is somewhere safe to go after
school.
In July, we also organized a science
fair in San Ramon during a school
break. We brought together three
groups of students, all from different
parts of Matagalpa and growing up in
different conditions. We chose kids to
represent their school based on their
performance in science classes or if they
were struggling, so they could receive
some extra help during their school
break. One of the children’s fathers came
to speak at the science fair event and
expressed thanks that there were new
opportunities for his children during
their school breaks—instead of working
with their parents or just watching
television! It was a very exciting event —
for some, it was their first trip ever to the
small city of San Ramon.
The experiments we conducted were
simple, but Mobile Library creates
science experiments that first-time
science students can do with only a few
resources.
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A Coat, a chair, a church & rain
(Not in that order)
Kris Pavek and her daughter Sammy spent
10 days in Nicaragua living with a host
family last February. Here is a short piece
about her experience.

I

n my Nicaraguan host family, the
father only comes home every 15
days. He works as a construction
foreman far from home. He came home
for two nights while my daughter and I
were guests in the home. We stumbled
through introducing ourselves to one
another, he with no English and I with
my 10 words of Spanish.

The next morning was Sunday and I was
Host mother Migdlaia, at left, with Kris and Sammy, Yasser and
family at the beach at the last day of the service adventure trip.
to go to church with the family, I was
quite happy to do this. I knew we would
walk and it was a beautiful morning. It
As we packed our dishes and gathered
As I lay there listening to the dogs and
was a short walk up a long hill. The
children, the door opened and the father traffic and murmers of the families in
father carried a folding chair with
came in with an armload of coats for our the streets, punctuated by roosters who
him. When we got to the church, the
host mom and the children.
could not tell time, I promised myself I
crowd extended out the door and it was
would get up early to see this man off to
standing room only in the sanctuary. The When we stepped outside, he removed
work. I practiced over and over, my only
his own coat and wrapped it around me, meaningful phrase from middle school
father made his way through the people
pulling the hood over my hair and he
and opened the chair. He wordlessly
Spanish class: “Vaya con Dios”, one step
disappeared into the night, We could see up from the usual “adios” or “buen dia.”
indicated that I was to sit! And with
him running home, soaked, as he passed
great pleasure and a full heart, I sat.
under each street light. When we got
I was awake by 4:30, dressed in the dark
The next evening, there was a going away home, he explained through his partner
and brushed my teeth, then sat on my
festival for all of the volunteers and their that he would not see me in the morning, bed, waiting. The father would have to
host families. The exhausted father
as he had to leave for work at 5 am. We
walk past my door to leave and I was
stayed home, hopefully to enjoy some
struggled through our goodbyes and
ready. More practice, more waiting.
rest and quiet. The party extended into
pretended to understand each other. I
Silence. At 6:15, I realized there must
the night and a heavy rain swept in. This went to bed.
have been another door for him to use
time we were much farther from home.
and he did so in order to not wake me. I
was so disappointed.
I took up my normal post in the
courtyard to watch the morning bustle
of the town waking up. Sad. Now I could
never show him how much I appreciated
the chair and coat.

Stowe High School volunteers with Planting Hope staff in Nicaragua.
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6:45. HE OVERSLEPT! He rushed
through the courtyard, very late to
work, wrapped me in the traditional hug
and I had my chance. “Vaya con Dios”
rolled perfectly off my tongue and he
understood me.

A Beacon of Hope
15 Years of Making a Difference
Dear Planting Hope sustainers,

R

eading the stories and
testimonials in this newsletter, we
are overcome with emotion that
Planting Hope has touched so many lives
during our 15 years in Nicaragua. What
we hear over and over from our staff and
scholarship students in Nicaragua are
their stories of resilience, perseverance,
inspiration and a desire to overcome
obstacles. In each of the stories, the
common thread is their desire to make a
better life for their families, by studying
and becoming professional, working
people. We are now fortunate to have
dedicated staff in these professional
roles, giving back as people who make a
difference in the lives of the children we
serve. We alone are not responsible for
all these changes, but for many, Planting
Hope is a beacon of hope where dreams
can launch and become reality.

As we simultaneously look back at 2017
and celebrate the 15th anniversary of
Planting Hope’s initial project — La
Chispa Library — we are gratified and
sustained by the continuing support
of communities in Nicaragua and the
United States. We are struck by the
dramatic and lasting positive impact this
experiment in intercultural cooperation
has had on people from both countries.
In Nicaragua, the next generation joins
the Planting Hope family: students
become interns and interns become lead
teachers. In the United States, returning
delegation members become volunteers,

Board of Directors
Paul Angell

Cindy Gauthier

Nora Burkey

founder &
executive director

Emily Sloan

Donald de Voil

Beth Merrill

Board Members Emeritus:
Peter Thoms & Darryl Bloom

Above, the La Chispa Reading Club recently took a field trip to a library in Dario, Nicaragua,
birthplace of Nicaragua’s national poet laureate, Rubén Darío, with advisor and PH Program
Co-Director, Marisol Membreño Guardado.

host families, donors and board members.
Those from both countries who have
gotten involved with Planting Hope,
whether they have traveled abroad or
welcomed others in their homes, share
in a community that over-reaches the
distances, languages and cultural heritage
that separate them to find a bond in the
celebration of our common humanity.
We are asking for your support once
again in our 2017-18 annual campaign.
We fund the organization through our
volunteer delegations fees, our annual
Solidarity Craft Fair in Vermont and a
variety of services in Nicaragua, as well
as some foundation grants. We count on
donations from individuals like yourself,
to fund the rest of our programs. Our annual budget supports many programs in
Nicaragua — Mobile Library for Peace
reaches nearly 2,000 students and teachers in rural and urban under-resourced
schools. Work-study scholarships for
Nicaraguan high school students, enable
them to cover their school travel costs,
while giving back to children in their
community. We supplement rural pre-

school teachers salaries to make sure they
earn a liveable wage and get trainings to
teach Nicaragua’s youngest pupils.
Planting Hope was founded on the
premise that every donation, no matter
how small makes a difference and this is
still true today. Please help us finish 2017
strong and plan for new projects in 2018!
You can donate online at plantinghope.
org or by sending a check in the enclosed
envelope. On behalf of our staff, students
and board of directors, thank you for
your belief in our work and for lighting
the beacon of hope.
Muchas Gracias! 		

Beth A. Merrill
Founder & Executive Director
beth@plantinghope.org

Paul Angell
Board of Directors
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Volunteers
Volunteers in Nicaragua: Jed Lowry,
Louisa Franco, Willow Forbes, Maya
Facciolo, Jason Paul, Jack Bopp, Pamela
Laser, Eric, Daniel & Corey Hart, Carmen
Fisher Olvera, Sierra Klotz, Paige
Radney, Ceres Porter, Sarah Blakely.
VT Interns/Volunteers: Emily
Corbett-Valade, Nick Boozan, Madison
Roberge, Ginger Knight.

Service Learning
Adventure Trip
Participants
Keurig Green Mountain Employee
Trip: Noe Flores, Jaime Mahoney,
Whitney Kakos, Justin Zwart, Zoe
Pelchat, Loretta Matarazzo, Victor
Marquez, Michael Lafayette, Kenneth
McKay, Benoit Jones, Dagan Allardyce,
Louis Zipes, Corrine Boone.
Central Vermont Multi-Generational:
Cynthia Gauthier, Emily Corbett-Valade,
Jim & Molly Hutton, Brooke Houghton,
Kathleen & Ruby Bryant, Dustin &
Anja Rand, Alison Gauthier, Nicholas
Boozan, Britt & Vaughn Richardson,
Kris Pavek y Samantha Dean, Meredith
Stetter, Zebadiah Cousins-Joyce, Cyndi,
Magnus and Fern Sullivan.
Stowe High School: Alexander
Minkoff, Laura Kalp, Heidi Vietze, Max
Carr, Callie Walker, Vanessa Eliasson,
Sierra Anderson, Ethan Quine, Emma
Carey, Nicole McNabb, Timber
Laporte, Allie Infante, Noah Lepikko,
Joshua Brown, Alex Pelletier, Sarah
Eagan, Victoria Ann Duff, Meredith
Miller, Hattie Moriarty, Nathan Rice,
Emma Hinkson, Addison Bellavance,
Alyssa Miller, Teagan Deeves, Annie
Schafer.
University of New Mexico
Occupational Therapy: Heidi &
Samuel Sanders, Julie Diaz, Margarita
Ortega y Gomez, Sue Iliff, Jill Tatz,
Katherine Michalske, Marge Yoakum,
Terrena Vigil Brady, Carmelita Trujillo,
Amber Tracy, Paula Walker, Jessica
Salazar, Sarah Sutherlin.
San Jose State University, CA:
Kathryn Mary Dudley, Torrey William
Blake, Cathlin Burkey, Lisa Danielle
Benjamin, Garrett Joshua Benjamin,
Laurel Armer.
Global Ethos, St. Louis, Missouri:
Evan Baker Smith, Benjamin Dinwiddie,
Emma Sophia Connell, Rachel Leone,
Paisley Regester, Vanessa J Leone,
Patra Patton, Maunya Dotts, Kennedy
Brown, Aurora Cheyenne Phillips,
Antigone “Tiggy” Chambers.

Thank You!
This list has been prepared with care based on donations made between Nov. 21, 2016 and Nov. 20, 2017.
If your name has been omitted or listed incorrectly, please let us know so we can correct our records.

2017–18
Donors

Anonymous (2)
Kate Kim & Omer Algar
Margaret Allen-Malley &
Wallace Malley
John Andrews
Paul Angell
David & Monisa Angell
John Angell & Emily Nahat
Laura & Rich Atkinson
Hedi Ballantyne
Beattie-Buckley Family
Marcia Bellas & Rick West
J Mark Billian
Sarah & Anita Blakely
Darryl & Barney Bloom
Betty Blossey
Jack Bopp
Andrea & Aaron Brassard
Bernadette Brown
Ciara Bush
Ron & Pam Cameron
Judy Carpenter & Karl Stein
Paul & Sandal Cate
Michelle Champoux
Rhoda & Robert Chickering
Nancy Chickering & Kris
Hammer
Darlene Colby
Paul Costello
Randy & Kim Crowell
Chip & Alyssa Darmstadt
Delta Kappa Gamma
International Society, Delta
Chapter
Jean & Charlie Dickinson
William Donahue
Liza & Lincoln Earle-Centers
Jacquelyn & Douglas Emmons
Gail Falk
Hilari Farrington

Anne Ferguson
John Fisher
Priscilla Fox
Alison Gauthier
Phyllis Giordano
Kristin Glaser
Joanne Greenberg
Leslie & William Haines
Paul & Esther Hammer
Lynne Herbert
Ethan Hubbard
Averill Huff
Donna Jerry
Laura & Jimmy Kalp
Michael Katzenberg & Linda
Prescott
Caitlin Keitel
Keurig Green Mountain
Employee Match
Pam Laser & Eric Hart
Dorothy Laser
Barbara Leber
Theresa & Tom Lever
Joe Loga
Jed Lowry
Christopher and Veda Lyon
Loretta Matarazzo
Suzie & Geo McCoy
Ruth & Robert McCullough
Duncan & Belle McDougall
Christopher McVeigh
Marie & Jim McWilliam
John Mele
Mary Mello
Peter, Janet & Kim Merrill
Beth Merrill & Josue
Montalvan
Montpelier Spanish Language
Group
Lillian Moore
Keith Morgan
Sarah Morgan & Eric Remick
John Morgan
Ann Moulton

Special Thanks to:

Unitarian Church of Montpelier’s Community Pouch Fund
Bethany United Church of Christ
Community National Bank
Concept 2
Henniker San Ramon Sister Communities
Soccer for All & Brandon Levine
TAG Philanthropic Foundation
For their generous support of our projects in 2017
Thanks to Nora Burkey for transcribing and translating articles to English.
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Stephen & Cindy Murphy
Martha Newell & Mike Kadas
Teresa & Jack Novick
Old Meeting House
Conrad & Anne Ormsbee
Barbara & Robert Patterson
Jason Paul & Lianne Tyrrel
Blaine Paxton
Victoria & David Pierson
Barb & Allen Ploof
Janet & John Poeton
Don Post
Mrs. Hale C. Reed
Alban & Margaret Richey
Marcia & Steven Riley
Brenda Ringwald
Cynthia and Irving Robbins
Cara Robechek & Donald
DeVoil
Mildred Rose
Kate Ross & Larry Becker
Anne Sarcka
Ed Sbardellati
Lauren Schlanger
Karen Schleske & Joe
Dickinson
Sarah Seidman
Scott Skinner
Emily Sloan & Terry & Zivah
Solomon
Samuel Sloan
Carol Specht
Jane & Dick Staudt
Daniel Stearns
Stone Environmental
Stephan & Linn Syz
Christine Terry
Peter Thoms & Abby Colihan
Vivian Tozzi
Emily Ufford & Nery Trigueros
Heidi Vietze & Van Carr
Joanne Vyce & Allen
Castellano
Ruth & Paul Wallace-Brodeur
Harris Webster
K.C. Whiteley
Elizabeth Wirls
David Witke
Mark Yorra
Shari & Karia Young
Bill Merrylees & Lucy Patti

Donations
in Honor of:

Margaret Allen-Malley and
Wallace Malley In Honor of
Betsy Catlin
Joan Stepenske in honor of the
Stetter Family

Overcoming Obstacles to
Help Others Do The Same
Maywalina Picado is Planting Hope’s
newest staff member. She joined the
Planting Hope team in October 2016. Here
is part of her story.

M

y name is Maywalina and I
am 31 years old. I live in the
community El Plomo just
outside San Ramon with the four other
people in my family: my mother, my
two daughters, ages 15 and 6, and my
9-month-old grandson, who is my eldest
daughter’s baby. As much as possible I
try to have my family together and for
better or worse, respect each other’s
strengths and weaknesses, loving them as
they are.

relationship with a lot of physical and
psychological mistreatment. I lasted a
long time in that circle until I decided
to fly alone and be myself, to raise my
daughter in spite of the lack of support
from my father who punished me often.
I put myself through high school by
working on a coffee farm, in order to help
my own young daughter as well as my
mother and brothers.

Time passed and I could not find a job
that could generate any income for my
family. I asked God to help me and one
day God listened to me and I was offered
a job working in a preschool. In the end I
worked for eight years in my community
and it was a very interesting learning
As a kid, I could not play and I had just
experience to be able to relate to children.
one outfit to wear in and out of school.
At the same time, I volunteered with
When my parents separated, as the
an organization as a health-promoter
oldest, I had to help my mother and
and receive many different courses and
brothers to survive alone. I had my oldest workshops. I received no salary for this
daughter at age 16, through an unstable
work, but made a conscious decision
to learn and help my community,
especially young people, since the
organization had different areas such as
environmental, sexual and reproductive
health, breastfeeding, early stimulation
among others. I got to visit different
communities and learned a lot about
how to replicate these projects in other
communities.

Maywalina has taught children to pick up
bottles in their community and turn them
into piggy banks, developing the habit of
saving money.

I was inspired to study a degree in
Spanish language and literature, thanks
to a teacher I had in my junior year of
high school whom I respected a lot. I
decided to take the public UNAN exam
because it was the only way I could
afford to study, since a private university
is not feasible for a poor person who
works just to eat and meet her needs. It
was very hard to study, but I decided
that I would fight whether I had the
bus fare or not. I would hitchhike or do
whatever it took not to miss my classes
at the university, and I managed to reach
my goal. Thanks to my effort and God
I overcame many economic and family

Maywalina outside
La Chispa Library.

obstacles and achieved it. I am proud of
myself and have gone through so many
difficulties to be someone in life with my
own means and merits. I am the only one
in my family who was able to become a
professional.
At the end of teaching preschool, I was
asked to work as a political technician,
covering 17 neighborhoods and
communities promoting government
programs and community projects. I
learned to work with everyone, which
was hard but good, because you learn
to communicate with your peers and
to feel what they feel, to listen, to
understand. Later, since promotions are
politically based, instead of giving me a
better opportunity, they changed me to
another unstable job without insurance
or rights that would end with me being
unemployed. That’s when I saw a job
vacancy at Planting Hope. I decided to
apply and I never thought I would be
chosen, but here I am, very grateful and
doing what I like and what I studied:
teaching! Not only Spanish, but also
math, crafts, sciences as well as what
I learn from children — every day we
learn something new because, according
to Paulo Freire, we do not know it
all. I thank the organization and its
representatives for the way it watches
continued on page 8
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Our Planting Hope
Family News
Mobile Library Assistant,
Cindy’ Melendez
Arauz ’s daugther Nahyna
Chrystall just celebrated

her first birthday in
November. Cindy notes that
she already loves to be with
other children and crawl on
the library floor. She loves to
eat and loves animals.
Pam and her sons Corey and Daniel host Nereyda
and Yasser in their Burlington home.

Muchas gracias to Pam Laser, for her nearly seven years of
service on the Planting Hope Board. Pam and her family did a
volunteer sabbatical year in San Ramon with Planting Hope in
2008–2009. When she returned, she immediately joined our
board of directors. Pam continues to stay connected with our
projects in Nicaragua. This past July, she and her family visited
Nicaragua, carrying with them 250 books for Planting Hope’s
library and being welcomed by the friends and host family
from San Ramon where she and her family lived eight years
ago, picking up right where they left off. We thank Pam for her
years of thoughtful service to our board, hosting Nicaraguans
in Vermont and for her real-time perspective of a community
she and her family came to know as a second home.
***
Congratulations to two Planting Hope staff members who
welcomed daughters in the Planting Hope family!

continued from page 7

over the rights of workers and gives
opportunities without discrimination of
race, religion or politics.
Mobile Library tutors engage students
in various activities, and kids learn that
school can be fun, and are more interested in listening, paying attention, and
trying to get involved in the lesson. This
is something we have noticed across the
board with our students. Their discipline
improves because they are listening more
in school and want to learn. It’s because
they see they can have fun doing it.
8
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Early on New Year’s Day
2017, Nicaraguan CoDirector Mercedes
Guerrero’s
daughter Valentina
Montserrath was born.
Mercedes says, “First of all, I
thank God for having allowed
me the good fortune to be a
mother, which is a great and
beautiful voyage! My little warrior was born early and spent 19
days in the NICU with various complications. There were days
when the sun went out and I felt like I had lost her and other
days of fortitude when I felt that God would let me have her. I
feel grateful to Planting Hope since I was able to take maternity
leave as well as the time to go home to nurse her during work.
Valentina is now 10 months old and is growing healthy and
strong. She eats a lot, loves meat and vegetables, and, above all,
I can see in her smile each day that she is happy to be with us.
I feel happy and grateful also to Planting Hope for having so
much understanding and supporting me in this process.

I’ve seen that children who participate
in Mobile Library activities make new
friends easier and improve their performance in school. The teachers in their
schools don’t have access to any training
outside the normal curriculum that is
taught by the Ministry of Education.
Receiving training from Mobile Library
helps them to improve their strategies
in getting kids to participate, and helps
them to learn how to identify and address specific problems that kids have
individually. Often, a kid that is acting
out is not a bad kid, they just need some
specialized attention. I think the other

problem is that teachers have a lot of
pressure to keep kids in school and to
make sure they pass their exams. But
when teachers have full classes with over
30 students, teaching is really hard, and
sometimes there are children with special needs in the classroom. Through our
reading groups, we have seen children
from all grades getting really excited
about learning. Kids learn how to read
and interpret books on their own, and
taking them home to read more is something they are doing voluntarily. They
don’t see it as homework anymore, they
see it as something fun.

***
Congratulations to two young students in the Planting Hope
family who are about to graduate from high school!
Lesther Geovanny Flores Martínez is a Planting

Hope Scholarship student at La Chispa Library. He began by
working in the book dispatchment area and later he helped
people in the Cyber Cafe. researching topics on the internet.
He is from the Sabadell neighborhood which was formed
as additional housing after Hurricane Mitch in 1998. He is
graduating at the top of his class at Rubén Darío High School.
First of all, please receive a warm greeting from me and I hope in
God that you are in perfect health with your loved ones, family and
friends around you.
I am pleased to address and thank Planting Hope for the
unconditional support they have given me over the course of
these four years. As a scholarship student I have had many great
experiences with my co-workers, I have financially benefited in my
student work and thanks to all the support, today I am what I am:
a graduating high school senior. Although I come from a family with
few economic resources, I have always been an excellent student
who has obtained good grades and is characterized as being humble,
but with many promises of personal improvement. My plans after
high school are to continue working with you, God willing. If you
open the doors to me next year, a scholarship would be very helpful
to be able to study nursing or medicine in the university. My goal
after graduating is to get ahead and help my family to live in better
conditions.
May God bless you today, tomorrow and always and thank you for
supporting me and opening the doors to me when I needed it most.
Milton Noe Armas Sanchez was first connected with

Planting Hope through the High School Peer Program, then
as a scholarship student worker, and now as a Mobile Library
and Delegation Assistant. He shares his story as he prepares to
graduate from high school.
When I first started to collaborate with Planting Hope as a
scholarship student four years ago, it was super great, since it
rescued my desire to continue studying when I wasn’t planning
to continue. I worked in the Mobile Library for Peace project,
visiting rural communities two days a week and learning different
techniques and strategies to work with children to help them stay
in school. All the training I received was very helpful, starting with
Jose Garcia, a volunteer from Spain, who helped me to learn games
for the Coffee Camp Project. I also attended different seminars
on how to treat children. All these experiences together helped me
learn to work with children in the communities. I also helped with
the volunteer brigades. I think that relating to so many people from
the USA through my work cultivated my desire to speak English.

Milton (left) and Lesther rehearse for their high school graduations.

Another great benefit that I was able to obtain was to be part of
a group of PH personnel who traveled to the U.S. for a cultural
exchange, which was one of the best experiences in my life, in
October 2014. In 2015, I was given the opportunity to work full
time, which made me happy, because I could count on a salary to
help me and my family, since my income would cover other expenses
at home. As a full-time worker, I assist in educational area as a
facilitator of dance, theater, music, dynamics, physical education
and crafts classes. These are great benefits for rural schools that do
not have these type of classes and I’ve been instructing their teachers
in dance workshops.
I also assist the area of volunteer coordination, which has been
an extraordinary experience. I love making contact with visitors
to Nicaragua and feel very useful to them, thanks to the English
I speak now and it makes me very happy. I have come to the
conclusion that English is my vocation and thanks to PH’s and my
efforts this year, I have studied two courses in basic English in San
Ramon. This year on December, I will be graduating from high
school which has been a long process to achieve, of course this could
not be possible without the help of PH and some people from the
USA who contributed a lot to my training in high school. Thank
you all for being part of this great journey that is almost over!

I am very grateful to the Board of Directors in Vermont and of
course very grateful to my family and all those who supported me,
thanks to which my new aspiration is born: Going to university and
studying a bachelor of English at UNAN-Jinotega Autonomous
When I was a scholarship student, I found a great appreciation for University on weekends, to be an English teacher in the future.
my studies and I imagined myself becoming a professional, working Maybe one day I could also be the translator for PH if I study
person. I was inspired by seeing people who knew a lot and I started more deeply the subject of English. The idea is to always continue
to think that they had to study something and maybe I should do
studying.
the same.
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San Ramon Office Growing
Above, Planting Hope’s scholarship students,
preschool teachers and staff participate in a
traditional dance class workshop at our newly
expanded office in San Ramon. The new office
provides space for volunteer delegations as well
as staff and community meetings. Below, Stowe
high school students play with their host family
siblings at the new office space.

Planting Hope’s 24th

Solidarity
Craft Fair

Saturday, Dec. 9 • 9am–4pm
2 Montpelier venues! 40 vendors!
all proceeds benefit Planting Hope’s projects in Nicaragua & VT

sponsored by:

Unitarian
Church

Great Craft Vendors

Huge Silent Auction

Homemade Lunch
& Desserts
Used Kids’ Book
& Toy Sale

Bethany
church

Great Craft Vendors

Baked Goods,
Homemade Lunch
& Hot Drinks
Silent Auction

Need info? call 802-778-0344
or visit PlantingHope.org

Newsletter layout & design by Dana Dwinell-Yardley.

