Dear Planting Hope Friend,

July, 2019

We’re writing with some updates and highlights from the first part of 2019 at La Chispa Library
in Nicaragua!
As you may know, due to civil unrest in Nicaragua
last year, we needed to suspend our service
learning trips for 2019, which greatly impacted our budget and our
ability to keep our staff employed. After closing our San Ramon
office in September, letting 6 staff go and selling the Mobile Library
bus, we re-assessed the situation for 2019 and brought back 3
employees and several part-time scholarship student helpers to staff
La Chispa Library. Our current goals are to continue our outreach
programs to other communities using a four-wheel-drive truck that
we recently purchased to replace the bus and to keep La Chispa
Library open and functioning at its maximum capacity.
A 2018 grant from The Wyomissing Foundation enabled us to make
several infrastructure improvements to the library. These included an
accessible 1st floor bathroom and entry ramp, a new gate with a doorbell,
and a water storage tank so that water is available even during
rationings. In addition, a second-floor, small classroom now allows us to
host small group activities, story circles and Care for Kids sexual abuse
prevention workshops with preschoolers. It also provides a space for our
staff psychologist to meet one-on-one with staff or community members
who need a listening ear. A security supervisor now greets and keeps
track of library users at the gate, which makes parents feel more
comfortable sending their kids to the library. We want to ensure that we’re
taking care of the community members who continue to live in Nicaragua,
despite hardships and unemployment.
For the first time in 7 years, the
Nicaraguan government’s Ministry of
Education has not granted Planting
Hope permission to visit public schools
with our Mobile LIbrary for Peace.
Despite this roadblock, Planting Hope
has found new ways to help children
wherever possible in collaboration with
our partner communities who have
stepped forward to lend us space to
continue our work. El Chile Weaving Cooperative, a church in the Sabadell
neighborhood and Pueblo Viejo’s soccer field along with a community
member’s porch, provide shelter for Planting Hope to bring books and
interactive, educational activities to children who eagerly wait for us to arrive
and engage with them. Some of these children are not enrolled in public
school, so this is their only access to education. In this way, we have reached
new children who we didn’t encounter during our public school visits in the past.

Report from Nicaragua
By Mercedes Guerrero Arista, Director, Planting Hope, Nicaragua
2019 Highlights So Far
● La Chispa Library celebrated our 17th anniversary with 75
student guests, a futsal soccer tournament and a cultural
activity put on by our patrons including dance and painting
students. Local Matagalpa businesses donated prizes for the
students who participated in the games.
● Planting Hope’s Mobile Library for Peace was invited to the
capital to present our project and encourage other
organizations to replicate mobile libraries. There are only 6
mobile libraries in Nicaragua and ours was chosen as a model,
for our efforts in bringing hands-on, interactive activities and
materials to children in underserved communities.
● Planting Hope is working in 3 rural and urban communities outside of school hours, to bring quality
programming to children there.
● 98 children have participated in a week long summer camp at La Chispa Library in 2019.
During school breaks, children in Nicaragua usually stay in their houses, go to the streets to sell products to earn
money for their household or help with chores. Planting Hope created vacation day camps so that children have
access to activities like painting, dance, singing, theater, sports, technology, English, crafts and experiments that
they do not normally do in their homes or schools. With support from the TAG Foundation, we have been able to
provide teachers and food for children during the school vacations for 5 weeks.
In Sabadell, a nearby, urban neighborhood with many social needs, we are using space at an evangelical church
and working closely with disadvantaged children there. This month, we wanted to give these children the
opportunity to experience a vacation camp for the first time.  E
 very morning 3 teachers from the library walk to
Sabadell to meet the children. If they are not ready at the meeting point we have to go to their homes to pick them
up. They bring plates, cups and
spoons from their homes for the
day’s meal. When we get to the
library, the majority of the children
have not had breakfast, so we serve
them fruit to help them wake up and
so they don’t complain of belly pains
or headaches. Then we do opening
circle activities and divide into 4
groups according to ages. We have
the first workshop and then
students wash their hands and go to
the kitchen get their snack. They do
two other activities before we finish
for the day. For 24 out of 33
students from Sabadell, this camp
was the first time they had set foot
in the library which is a 20 minute
walk from their homes.

As teachers, we feel even more satisfaction in serving these children because they are poor and we see how
much they value every activity we do with them. We love to see their amazed faces with each new activity. Using
a computer for the first time for just 40 minutes was a dream come true for them! Our greatest satisfaction is the
joy and smiles with which children in the communities await us the day of the visit, as well as the knowledge that
we are helping these children to grow up with books in their communities, improved educations, and open minds
to create a better world.
We would like to continue serving the children of this neighborhood and other communities, not only with the
mobile library visits during the school year, but we would also love to continue to provide camps during school
vacations. We want to offer kids new and innovative activities as well as a healthy meal. We want to take this
opportunity to thank you for your support over so many years and to urge you to donate to our organization to
help make the dreams of our library patrons come true. Those who have come to Nicaragua know our reality and
know that every dollar can make a difference. Thank you for your support in whatever amount you are able to
give.
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