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Enhancing educational opportunities, supporting grassroots initiatives
and fostering cultural exchanges in Nicaragua and the United States

2019 Stats

25 Vermont children and youth
participated as campers or junior
counselors at Planting Hope’s
Spanish and Nicaraguan Culture
Immersion Camp in Vermont.

32 kids from San Ramon
attended a weekly Wednesday
night book and game club.

68 preschoolers took home
early-reader packets of books from
La Chispa Library.

92 preschoolers completed
a six-part “Care For Kids” abuse
prevention workshop at La Chispa
Library.

Young students in the community of Pueblo Viejo get inspired by math games during Planting Hope’s
new mobile library afterschool outreach program. A community member offered to host the program on
her covered porch.

134 Children borrowed books

Mobile Library Evolves:
Engaging Kids Outside of School

4,526 visits were made to

2019 brought some changes to Planting Hope’s work on the ground in Nicaragua.
When new government regulations prohibited us from working in the public
schools, community members stepped forward to offer alternative spaces to keep
us in their communities working with their kids. Unbeknownst to us, this closing
of a door would give our staff the chance to innovate our programming and make
new connections with students and community members who we hadn’t known
before. On the next pages, read stories from our teachers and students about how
we’ve been able to turn a challenging year into one of our most successful ones yet.

as part of Planting Hope’s first
book-lending initiative.

Mobile Library’s outreach activities
in five different communities
between March and October 2019.

6,828 visits were made
to La Chispa Library between
February and October 2019.

Staff Updates from Nicaragua

Left: Planting Hope campers eat their camp-provided snack during a field trip to a park. Right: During a workshop, preschoolers identify and cover up
the private parts of the baby dolls. The Care for Kids curriculum comes from Prevent Child Abuse Vermont and translation, materials and training
were made possible through a grant from the Wyomssing Foundation.

Marisol Membreño,
Program Director
This year I had the opportunity to work
on the Care for Kids project through a
six-part series of talks and activities we
hosted at La Chispa Library. We first
achieved the collaboration of the preschool teachers in our community who
were always willing to work with us and
encouraged the children to come to the
library. In the course of the workshop, we
realized that children have a great capacity to understand these topics. Some
parents, at first hesitant to give their children permission to attend, accompanied
their children to the activities and were
quickly convinced of the benefits. For
our team, it was of great importance that
the parents got involved and willing to
discuss these topics openly at home. The
topics included asking for help, feelings,
bodies, babies, asking permission, and an
overview. One of our main achievements
is that the children remembered what
they learned and know to ask a trusting
adult if they ever need help. This year, 92
preschoolers in the La Chispa community participated in these workshops. We
want to thank the pre-school teachers
for their availability and willingness to
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collaborate with us and for helping us
to introduce these pre-schoolers to the
library, many for the first time!
Maywalina Picado,
Planting Hope Teacher
For me it has been a very valuable year
with many obstacles along the way, but
in the end, thank God, we were able to
achieve our goal as a team.
Our goal was to reach the children in the
schools where we had previously worked.
Since we we did not obtain a permit from
the Ministry of Education, we had to
implement other types of strategies to
reach the children and that is how what
began as a weakness, in the end, became
a great achievement.

very unfortunate, but with our help, they
can learn and hopefully, God willing,
next year Mobile Library can follow up
and support them. They are why we’re
here.
Osmar Montalvan Hoyes,
Human Resources and
Staff Psychologist
2019 has been a year of many challenges.
We started with the ambition of working with children in the educational
centers, as we have in the past, but due
to the problems that the country is going
through, it was not possible to obtain the
permit, which created a great challenge
as for us as an organization to continue
to do good work. We stuck to our plan of
teaching the children who need it most,
which we achieved as a team because we
all had the same goal. Fortunately all the
doors we knocked on were opened to give
access to education to those children who
need it most. It was a year with a very
difficult start, but in the end we achieved
more than we were looking for. Thank
you very much for trusting this team.

Something that we did not expect at the
beginning, and personally fills me with
satisfaction, seeing the children anxiously
waiting for us with their hunger for
learning when we get to their community.
Realizing that you are a big part of their
life, and teaching them the basics in a fun
way, is a wonderful feeling. We realized
that there are many children who are
One of the projects that has echoed the
outside the school system as they have
most on a personal level is the visits made
dropped out of school. This is something to Sabadell, a neighborhood where we

Hearing the children putting what they learned into practice
makes me proud that they are actually learning something new
in a fun way.
—Milton Armas, library aide and teacher
see a great need by the simple fact that
there are many children who are not in
school. Some are tasked with taking care
of their siblings and homes. We are also
carrying out a new evening reading and
games club in a neighborhood in San
Ramón. Through this program, children
with no access to books can spend an
evening reading and playing games with
Milton and myself. We must strengthen
educational programs for the most vulnerable in these sectors.
Milton Armas, Library
Aide and Teacher
In July 2019 we held a Vacation Camp at
La Chispa Library, in which, for the first
time, I was teaching the kids English,
which was a beautiful experience! The
children enjoyed every phrase and word
l taught and even a few paragraphs of a
song in English called “Moving Mountains,” which we sang at the camp farewell party. By the end of the camp the
children had internalized many of the
things they studied. Sometimes when
they visit the library during regular
hours they greet me with “good morning”
or “hello teacher.” Hearing them putting
what they learned into practice makes

me proud that they are actually learning
something new in a fun way.
Mercedes Guerrero Arista,
Director Sembrando
Esperanzas
In January, we hosted three weeks of
vacation camp. We sought to serve
children of La Chispa, and gave special
invitations to those whose parents have
left Nicaragua due to the lack of employment. Children were able to engage in
recreational games, hands-on STEM
experiments and reading for pleasure.
They received a healthy snack which they
helped to prepare. Over the past four
years, our camps have been supported by
the TAG Foundation.
In July we organized more camps and
for me we had a greater impact. Working with children with more needs and
fewer opportunities, children who had
never been to a camp, makes it more
interesting. I remember the first day we
brought the children and gave them a
tour of the library. They were so excited
because they had never been in a library.
I remember how tired we felt walking
to pick up the children of the Sabadell

Osmar with a group of kids in Sabadell.

Mercedes is greeted by a family in the Sabadell
neighborhood as she arrives at their home
to accompany them to camp at La Chispa
Library. Sabadell neighborhood was formed
after hurricane Mitch in 1998 and in spite
of socio-economic hardships, like poverty,
unemployment and lack of access to potable
water and latrines, the community is tight-knit
and neighbors look out for each other.

neighborhood, but the great satisfaction that we felt when they told us their
stories, or sang songs on the way to the
library. I remember how amazed they
were when they arrived at the computer
classes because it was for many of them,
the first time they had a computer or
tablet in their hands. It was a chance
for them to forget their poverty and
humility and enjoy childhood. Some
were so grateful for this opportunity,
they brought gifts to teachers. One day
a boy brought me a flower made from a
palm leaf and we made a small vase for
it at camp. We also pretended to have a
tea party and one day we played being
in a spa and painted the girls’ nails. It’s
important for children to be able to
forget their worries and not have to grow
up too quickly. Camp at La Chispa Library gives them that chance to use their
imagination and to be children.
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Marvin Brings Traditional
Dance to Vermont Schools

T

his September, our co-worker,
Marvin Kraudy Flores, went to
visit Vermont in the United States.
For the first time he was facing traveling
alone since he previously travelled with a
group. He tells us that the language was
a great challenge but that the kindness
of the people of Vermont helped him to
communicate since many people want to
learn Spanish.

Visiting the different schools and working with children at the All Together
Now summer camp in East Montpelier
was a great experience and the cultural
exchange fulfilled its mission.
Marvin brought Nicaraguan games,
children’s songs and traditional and
modern dances to show children, which
he uses with the kids in Nicaragua as
well. He brought home many ideas to
put into practice with the children of
the communities in Nicaragua. Marvin
wants to thank the schools that opened
their doors so he could visit them and
to Planting Hope for giving him the
opportunity to travel and to his hosts
who received him with so much love and
kindness.
Union Elementary School Music teacher
Samantha LaFleur commented, “Marvin
joined our school for an amazing day
residency! His enthusiasm, spirit and
knowledge of working with young
children helped make this residency fun
and accessible for all. Marvin shared
with us many songs and dances that had
our 400 students moving and grooving
with joy all around! We would highly
recommend a visit from Planting Hope!”
Woodbury Elementary Principal
Craig Wilson remarked, “Woodbury
Elementary was happy to dance, practice
the Spanish Language and share some
smiles with our visitor from Nicaragua!
Marvin Kraudy Flores, an educator
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Top, campers at All Together Now play games and learn dances. Above left, Marvin Kraudy
Flores and Maizy Montalvan-Merrill dance at Woodbury Elementary. Above right, Marvin and
Rebecca Thompson dance at Doty Memorial School.

Center, East Montpelier Elementary,
and performer from Nicaragua, and
Doty Memorial School, Stowe Middle
Beth Merrill, founder and director of
Planting Hope Inc, also shared about the and High School, and Randolph High
School for hosting Marvin as an artistwork they are doing in the communities
in-residence at your educational centers.
in Marvin’s home country to provide
Thanks also to Rebecca Thompson,
youth with more quality educational
Daisy Cervantes and Maizy Montalvanopportunities. Thank you!”
Merrill for demonstrating Nicaraguan
In addition to Union and Woodbury
traditional dances with Marvin.
Elementary Schools, thanks also to
All Together Now! Community Arts

What keeps you
going?
Dear Planting Hope sustainers,

P

lanting Hope has worked in
Nicaragua for over 18 years to
bring much-needed educational
materials and dynamic teaching methods
to the teachers and students there. Our
La Chispa Library and Mobile Library for
Peace have given students with very few
resources the chance to succeed and to
dream of a future where they have a profession and work to support their families
in a country they love.

Since April, 2018, civil unrest and
conflicts between the government and
students have brought violence and
oppression to a country which had been
one of the safest and most stable, with
much lower migration rates than their
neighbors to the north. Suddenly life in
ers and kids stepped forward to tell us
Nicaragua became much more diffithey want us in their community so
cult. People are not able to express their
much that they’ll lend us their porch or
opinions as freely as they used to and fear
their church. It feels good to be in those
that anything they say can be used against
places and to know they want us to
them. Many businesses have closed and
come back.
over 60,000 people have migrated to
Costa Rica or elsewhere to find work or
• Kids running to meet our staff with
for their safety.
such excitement. It doesn’t get any better
than that.
In spite of the hardships, l am continually
inspired by Nicaraguans’ resilience and
Planting Hope’s Director in Nicaragua,
ability to make the best of it. What gives Mercedes Guerrero Arista, shares what
us hope and and keeps Planting Hope
has kept her going during the past year.
moving forward every day?
“We have a strong connection with the
children of Sabadell because we have seen
• Seeing kids reading. Building a culture
the precarious conditions in which they
that loves to read doesn’t happen overlive and we know that in spite of this, they
night. However, exciting and accessible
still have dreams. They aspire to be somebooks go a long way to winning over new
one and get ahead in life. These children
readers who are new to the idea of readfirmly believe in us (their teachers and
ing for pleasure. Seeing kids discover
in you, the project donors) and want us
reading in a place where it’s not actively
guide them to a better world.”
promoted it is as exciting as when a new
reader finally finds fluency and can’t put During these times, our students need
a book down.
caring adults, books, painting classes,
games and an education more than ever.
• Our staff reaching all the kids they
Planting Hope is giving them the tools
can, every day. Parents, pastors, teachto make their own journeys through the

turmoil and havoc, hopefully to a future
of freedom and peace. Your generosity
will help Planting Hope to support the
journey of those who have stayed. Thank
you for helping us to guide these kids into
a better world.

Beth A. Merrill
Founder & Executive Director
beth@plantinghope.org
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Thank You, 2018-19 Donors
This list has been compiled with care based on donations made in our last fiscal year (October 1, 2018- September 30, 2019). If your name has been omitted or
listed incorrectly, please let us know so we can correct our records.

Donors
Anonymous
Kate Kim & Omer Algar
Rose and Richard Allen
Gail Aloisio
Eric & Cynthia
Anderson
John & Carol Andrews
Paul Angell
David & Monisa Angell
Sally Armstrong
Lindsay Armstrong
Peter Backman and
Annie Christopher
Jacqueline Barnhardt
& Charles Wooldridge
Jamie Bedard and
Casper Hudson
Marcia Bellas and Rick
West
Susan and Jerome
Bernstein
J Mark Billian
Mary Alice Bisbee
Sarah Blakely
Margaret Blanchard
Darryl & Barney Bloom
Hannah Bloom
Andrea Brassard
Bernadette Brown
Ron & Pam Cameron
Paul & Sandal Cate
Rhoda and Robert
Chickering
Nancy Chickering and
Kris Hammer
Hal & Shelley Barsanti
Cohen
Darlene Colby
Paul Costello
Chip, Alisa, Sammy &

Charlie Darmstadt
William Donahue

Keurig Employer
Match

Kathleen Donohue
and Scott Richards

Sarah Kinter and Tom
& Emma Curchin
Karen Klotz & Jerry
Schneider
Jane, Paul, Wilson &
Ginger Knight
Pam Laser and Eric,
Daniel & Corey Hart

Ellen Doyle
Kirsten & Tom Dunn
Liza & Lincoln EarleCenters
Bert & Mary Elkins
Amy, Ellie & Eneko Farr
Hilari Farrington
Duncan Fort
Priscilla Fox and Steve
Klein
Cindy Gauthier
Michael and Diane
Gavrish
Amanda Ginther
Phyllis Giordano
Jody Gladding and
David Hinton
Kristin Glaser
Lynn Grady
Joanne Greenberg
Leah Greenberg
Leslie Haines
Yasser Hernandez
Perez
Jessica Hesselberg
Heidemarie & Steve
Holmes-Heiss
Ethan Hubbard
Averill Huff
Jamie Huntsman & Joy
Partridge
Jim & Molly Hutton
Anchal Jain
Donna Jerry
Michael Katzenberg
and Linda Prescott
Elizabeth Kellogg
Lackey

Planting Hope
Board of Directors
Emily Sloan

Cindy Gauthier

chair

Heidemarie
Holmes-Heiss

Paul Angell
treasurer

Donald de Voil
secretary

Nora Burkey

Jed Lowy
Beth Merrill
founder &
executive director

Board Members Emeritus:
Peter Thoms & Darryl Bloom
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Dorothy Laser
Helene and Mike
Laurenti
Theresa Lever
Sara Lisniansky
Morgan LLoyd and
Nathan Suter
Joe Loga
Jed Lowy
Christopher & Veda
Lyon
Garet Allen Malley
Carol Maloney

Irina Markova and
Steve Gold
Loretta Matarazzo
Suzie & Geo McCoy
Kelly McCracken
Duncan and Belle
McDougall
Christopher McVeigh
Marie and Jim
McWilliam
Alberto Mejias Capote
John Mele
Mary Mello
Peter, Janet & Kim
Merrill
Beth Merrill and Josue
Montalvan
Jen, Dan, Jacob & Jane
Miller-Arsenault
Lillian Moore
Paula Moore-Treadwell
Jenifer Morgan

Maggie Morris
Ann Moulton
Kris Murphy
Stephen & Cindy
Murphy
John Murray
Michele, Joe, Justin &
Caroline Murray Family
Emily Nahat and John
Angell
Teresa & Jack Novick
Ann O’Laughlin and
Jack
Conrad and Anne
Ormsbee
Diadel Ortiz
Palo Alto Networks
Kris Pavek and
Samantha Dean
Blaine Paxton and
Tracey McVetty
Jennifer Peterson and
Rachel & Vanessa

Leone
Dave and Vicki Pierson
Janet & John Poeton
Adam & Colleen
Popkin
Rivendell Academy
Students
Alban Richey
Marcia & Steven Riley
Brenda Ringwald
Cindy Robbins
Cara Robechek and
Donald DeVoil
Carrie Robinson
Kate Ross and Larry
Becker
Heidi, Jackson and
Samuel Sanders
Karen & Richard
Saudek
Ed Sbardellati
Karen Schleske and
Joe Dickinson

Volunteers
Volunteers in Nicaragua: Rebecca
Thompson, Terrena Vigil, Jed Lowy,
Nora Burkey, Paul Angell.
Camp Leaders & Volunteers in
Vermont: Cindy Gauther, Paul Angell,
Heidemarie Holmes-Heiss, Maizy
Montalvan-Merrill, Madison Dunn,
Heidi Vietze, Nathan Suter.
Volunteer Junior Camp Counselors in
Vermont: Anja Rand, Daisy Cervantes,
Jane Miller-Arsenault, Ezra MerrillTriplett.

Meredith Scott and
Zoey Irwin
Sarah Seidman
Rebecca Sheppard
and John Bloch
Nancy and Michael
Sherman
Jim & Betsy Shields &
Family
Emily Sloan and Terry
& Zivah Solomon
Samuel Sloan
Ben & Torrey Smith
Big Picture South
Burlington HS
South Burlington High
School Key Club
Carol Specht
Beth Spitler
Carrie Baker Stahler
Jane & Dick Staudt
Daniel Stearns
Joan Stepenske
Stone Environmental
Employee Match
Art and Sue Stukey
Kimberly & Glen
Sturgis
Jennifer Sturgis
Katie Swick Keeton
Stephan & Linn Syz
Christine Terry
Peter Thoms and Abby
Colihan
Molly Jane Thoms
Emily Ufford and Nery
Trigueros
Heidi Vietze and Van
Carr
Joanne Vyce and Allen
Castellano
Eddie Walbridge

Ruth and Paul
Wallace-Brodeur
Judith Walsh
Susan Walter
Harris Webster
Daniel Wetmore
K.C. Whiteley
David Witke
Deb Wolf and Anthony
Pollina

in Honor of:
Paul Angell
by Casper Hudson
Hedi Ballantyne
by Mary Alice Bisbee
Mercedes Guerrero
by Becky White
Patricia McVeigh
by Christopher
McVeigh
Margaret Richey
by Emily Sloan
Family Members
by Paul Angell

Organizations
Unitarian Church
of Montpelier
Community Pouch
TAG Philanthropic
Foundation
Bethany Church
Prevent Child Abuse
Vermont
The Wyomissing
Foundation
Community National
Bank
The Chain
Collaborative
Connect Roasters

Sierra & Evaristo:
A Planting Hope Wedding
Sierra Klotz is from Hardwick, VT, and
Evaristo Gutierrez has worked as a nature
guide and translator for Planting Hope
in Nicaragua. They currently reside in
Vermont, where Sierra works as a physical
therapist and Evaristo teaches English as a
second language.
Sierra Klotz
It all began one hot 110-degree day
in San Ramon, Nicaragua, when I
travelled down on a birding expedition
with Planting Hope and North Branch
Nature Center in 2010. I was with 11
other teens and some parents from
central Vermont. Planting Hope has a
Nicaraguan tradition of a despidida or
goodbye party the final night with all
the host families. This included square
dancing in the downtown street.

Sierra and Evaristo at their wedding with Planting Hope staff. Clockwise from left, surrounding the
couple: Cindy Melendez, Yasser Hernandez Perez, Jener Arauz, Marvin Kraudy Flores, Mercedes
Guerrero, Milton Armas and Jacky Torrez.

Just last February, we had an extremely
memorable wedding in Nicaragua with
many of the Planting Hope staff as well
as friends from Vermont. I am very
thankful for Planting Hope for bringing
us together.

I did not have a partner and I saw a tall,
handsome man standing under the roof.
When I asked him to dance, he initially
refused, saying he can’t dance! I told him
I couldn’t dance either so we’d both make
a fool of ourselves. However, when we
Evaristo Gutierrez
did start dancing, I saw he really could
Treminio
dance quite well and actually helped me
dance better.
Let me tell you this beautiful story full
of nature and beauty. I grew up in a
We were like two peas in a pod on the
beautiful town called San Ramon. When
trip to Masaya and Laguna De Apoyo,
I
was a boy, my uncle used to take me
and I realized there how special he is,
to
the forest to teach me about birds
able to identify a bird just by its sound,
and
wild fruits, and from that moment,
and doing sock dances at 5:30 a.m. before
at
the
age of 7 or 8, a great passion for
the monkey walk.
nature awoke in me. I started to be
a bird protector, but the greatest gift
I missed him terribly when I got back
from God was to come in April 2010
to Vermont and we stayed in touch
when I received the opportunity to be
through modern day technology. I
an interpreter and guide to a group
went back in 2014, four years later, on
another independent Planting Hope trip, of birders from Montpelier, Vermont,
visiting Nicaragua.
volunteering in physical therapy clinics
and gaining experience for my Athletic
I met wonderful people on that trip,
Training education here in the U.S.
but, above all, a precious girl named
That’s when Evaristo and I started our
Sierra
Klotz. It was a very special time
long-distance relationship.

when she and I were able to share looks,
smiles, laughter and ways of thinking.
She was like the magnet and I the metal
that attracted. She left Nicaragua, but
never left my heart and mind. Even if we
were just friends, I missed her a lot and
wanted to see her again one day. We were
friends for four years, communicating
through email and then Facebook.
One day she told me that she was
returning in 2014. My heart was jumping
with joy and I did not know who was in
control of my life at that time, whether
my heart or my mind. I never thought
I would leave my beautiful country
Nicaragua, but I also didn’t imagine I
would be so lucky to marry a beautiful
and intelligent girl like her. From that
moment, I asked God that she become
my wife. If it was his decision, from there
on out, I didn’t give any other girl space
in my heart.
Today my heart is super happy and full
of emotion. Every day, every moment and
every breath.
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News from Our Students
in Nicaragua
Scholarship Students
Graduate High School

T

hree Planting Hope scholarship
students will graduate from high
school this month. Two are from rural
communities. Sarah Averruz and Ayeska
Altamirano receive scholarships from
Planting Hope and in exchange serve the
children in their communities, La Calera
and Pueblo Viejo. Sarah and Ayeska
both support Planting Hope staff when
our Mobile Library visits Pueblo Viejo
in the afternoon. They help look after
the children there as part of our Mobile
Library after-school program outreach.
Israel Urbina is a scholarship recipient
from the city of Matagalpa. He also provides a service to his community, as the
art teacher at La Chispa Library where
he teaches 19 students in different shifts.
Many years ago Israel helped to build
La Chispa Library. Some years later, he
had an accident and became paralyzed so
he went into depression which hindered
him from continuing his studies. During
his recovery, he began to learn to paint
and realized he had some talent that
he wanted to further develop. Later,
Planting Hope offered him a part-time
art teacher position at our library and

this motivated
him to follow up
and complete his
primary classes in
2014. During the
following years he
continued to fight,

study and work
hard. This year he
will be taking an
Sarah Averruz, Israel Urbina, and Ayeska Altamirano.
important step for
many young people in
Nicaragua, completI am Israel de Jesus Urbina and today I am
ing his high school studies and being
addressing you with the objective of expressable to study a career or a trade.
ing sincere gratitude for the support you
***
Israel offers this message:

Another Way to Help Planting Hope
(and Yourself):

Pay-What-You-Can
Online Spanish Classes
from Nicaragua
¡Abre las puertas de tu mente para dejar salir el Español que está dentro de tí! Clases de Español en linea con
Milton Armas. ¡Te invito y te espero! (Open the gates of
your mind to let the Spanish that’s inside you flow out!
Online Spanish classes with Milton Armas. I’m inviting and waiting for you!) Contact Milton about your
2020 online class at miltonarmas68@gmail.com.
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have given me.
During these five years of my high school
studies, I have faced obstacles, such as illnesses, economic hardships and inaccessible
places but, with the strength that my God
has given me, I have been able to overcome
them. At the moment, I am about to receive
my high school diploma, and I feel very
happy because I have been able to achieve
the proposed goal.
I have achieved this primarily thanks to
God, my teachers, classmates, friends who
support me with my transfer from my home
to my study center and especially my family
and Planting Hope coworkers who have
supported me with their advice and comprehension. Thank you so much for everything.

Taking a book home that is not mine feels weird because you
have to take good care of it. But it also feels exciting.
—Bielka Pastora Castro
A Book Lover in Her Own Words:
Bielka Pastora Castro

I

am Bielka Pastora Castro, a fifth-grade
student at La Tilburg School in La
Chispa Matagalpa. I am 12 years old and
I took the book Owl Diaries to my house
after camp. For me, taking a book home
that is not mine feels weird because you
have to take good care of it. But it also
feels exciting when I take it because I can
read and distract myself at home with it. I
showed it to my mom and she told me to
read it all, and to tell her the part I liked
most about the book and today I want to
share that part with you. For me, the part I liked most about
the book was when the owl participated in the festival where
her grandma showed her a family recipe and accompanied her
to the festival.

Bielka couldn’t even put her book down during her walk home from vacation camp at La Chispa Library.

In Memoriam

Kenerling
Perez
Artola

K

enerling Perez Artola
was an 11-year-old girl
who lived in the Sabadell
neighborhood. She was in
fourth grade and during all
the time she spent at Planting Hope’s Mobile Library
Kenerling (right) and her brother
activities, she formed a close Samir enjoy a snack at Planting
bond of friendship with our Hope’s Vacation Camp last July.
team. We characterize her
as a smiling girl, an active participant in all activities, and
always accompanied by her 7-year-old brother Samir, for
whom she played the role of caretaker while their parents
worked.

Kenerling participated in Planting Hope’s July vacation camp
and in her evaluation she told us that her mother worked as
a babysitter and her father as a bricklayer. Before participating in the July camp, she spent a lot of time taking care of her
brother and doing chores at home. She evaluated the camp

Kenerling’s funeral procession. Planting Hope was able to lend our
Mobile Library truck to carry her coffin to the cemetery.

with a happy face denoting that she liked all the activities that
we did and saying that the teachers were the best. During the
time she was in the camp, her favorite meal was spaghetti.
Kenerling ends her assessment by writing that the camp was a
very beautiful experience; everything was very good and hopefully she wanted to study English in the future.
This Tuesday, November 12, we received a call at La Chispa
library to inform us that our friend Kenerling had passed
away. She had dengue fever since the previous week, which
provoked cardiac arrest and her death. The Planting Hope
team attended her wake and her burial the next day to say
our last goodbyes. We will so miss her bright smile at camp
and during our visits to her community. Planting Hope’s
staff psychologist Osmar Montalvan is currently working
with students in Kenerling’s community helping children to
understand grief.
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Planting Hope, Inc.
PO Box 56
Montpelier, VT 05601

802-778-0344
plantinghope.org

Happy campers prepare a Nicaraguan snack at All Together Now.

Vermont students
Purchase Books
for Students in
Nicaragua

Planting Hope’s 26th

Solidarity
Craft Fair
Saturday, Dec. 14 • 9am–4pm
Local & International vendors!
all proceeds benefit Planting Hope’s projects in Nicaragua & VT

sponsored by:

Unitarian
Church
Great Craft Vendors

Huge Silent Auction

F

ayston Elementary librarian Sarah
Adelman (left) and students present
books they purchased for Planting Hope
to director Beth Merrill. More books
are available for you to purchase for La
Chispa Library at the Solidarity Craft
Fair on December 14, 2019 (see right).

Homemade
Lunch, Hot Drinks,
& Desserts

Bethany
church
Great Craft Vendors

Baked Goods,
Homemade
Lunch & Hot
Drinks
Silent Auction

Need info? call 802-778-0344
or visit PlantingHope.org

Planting Hope’s Director Mercedes Guerrero Arista compiled the stories and contributed most photos for this newsletter. Layout & design by Dana Dwinell-Yardley, Montpelier, VT.

