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Ramas
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Enhancing educational opportunities, supporting grassroots initiatives
and fostering cultural exchanges in Nicaragua and the United States

2020 Stats

28 Vermont students and

counselors participated in
the Spanish and Nicaragua
Immersion Camp last summer
at AllTogetherNow! in East
Montpelier.

62 students registered for
Planting Hope library cards in
November 2020.

101 students participated
in January 2020 vacation camp
at La Chispa Library.

236 masks were made

locally in Nicaragua and
delivered to staff and students
during the pandemic.

434 books have been

catalogued in the online system
so far.

767 books and

educational packets were
delivered to students at their
homes or communities.

Adapting to Our New Reality

C

hildren in
Nicaragua are
free-range; they
are almost always visiting
their grandparents, aunts
and uncles, friends in
their neighborhood or
community. The arrival
of the pandemic had a
great impact on everyone,
changing the way we
socialize, interact and
the extra time we spend
at home. This stark
change often caused
children to feel bored,
isolated and sad.

Planting Hope adapted
our role to address
this situation. Our
staff and scholarship
students visited small
pods of children in their
neighborhoods, so that
they could learn from
home, be distracted from the problems in the world while staying safe and emotionally
stable.

The pandemic took us out of our comfort zone and taught us to be innovative
in our work, to be open to learn new things such as how to use technology, to
work from our homes, to be patient with each other, but above all to be resilient.
Slowly but steadily, we managed to adapt to all the changes we are living.

News from Nicaragua
By Mercedes Guerrero Arista and
Glenda Marisol Membreño Guardado,
Co-Directors Planting Hope and
La Chispa Library Nicaragua
2020 Achievements
With this newsletter, the Planting Hope
team in Nicaragua wants to share the
news of how we have adapted our work
during 2020. Despite the fact that the
pandemic forced us to close the physical
library facilities and cancel our outreach
gatherings in March, Planting Hope has
stayed active, promoting Covid-19 prevention measures, carrying out different
activities like bringing books and educational packets to children at their homes,
all with the purpose of staying connected
with children and promoting literacy and
a love of reading. Our work gave children
who were not going to school due to the
pandemic a chance to read and feel some
stability in the face of the great changes
that many of us experienced for the first
time.
In January 2020, in the time just before
Coronavirus would change our world,
we hosted a summer vacation camp for
three weeks at La Chispa Library. We
began with children from the Sabadell
neighborhood, which is one of the most
vulnerable areas of the city of Matagalpa,
where many of the children in 2019
dropped out of classes for financial,
social or family reasons. In this community, 33 children between the ages of 4
to 13 years, from preschool to 6th grade,
attended camp.

Planting Hope staff accompany campers from
their homes in Sabadell Barrio to La Chispa
Library where they can be found playing games.

the children who visited us was treated in
a special way with attention dedicated to
make them feel significant and appreciated, reinforcing their self-esteem and
importance.
Taking into account our initiative to be
an inclusive library, throughout 3 weeks
of camp, we also served 5 children with
special needs and abilities with our team
of teachers and helpers, offering specialized and individual attention.
We also made sure to invite four children
from the Sabadell neighborhood who live
in at-risk conditions, so that we could
provide follow-up during the camp, since
they do not attend school.

After the camps, we opened La Chispa
Library, coinciding with Nicaragua’s FebThe following week, 35 children from a
neighborhood called Edmundo Castellón, ruary start to the school year. Once again
just down the mountain from La Chispa we hosted groups of students from the
local elementary school, as well as as chilLibrary, participated in the vacation
dren who came on their own initiative
camp for the first time ever. Finally, we
to study, do their homework, read books
hosted 32 children from the center area
for pleasure, play games and participate
that surrounds the library. Each one of
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in art, computer and English classes. We
also started up our rural and urban outreach program, visiting local communities and offering books, games, recreation
and some mentorships. We connected
with students 2,242 times during the
months of February and March 2020,
(1,535 at La Chispa Library and 707 in
outreach communities). We were off to a
great start until the Covid-19 pandemic
forced us to start working remotely and
cancel our in-person interactions with
large groups of children. As we closed,
we delivered educational packets to children in rural and urban communities, so

Above, children in la Calera Community
receive masks and information about the
importance of wearing masks and other
Covid-19 preventions. Masks were made
by local seamstresses in Nicaragua. Right,
Emmanuel instructs children on how to wear
their masks during a visit to a neighboring
community to take library card photos.

they’d have something to do while they
were at home, since some chose to not
send their children to school during the
pandemic.
Since March, we have continued to
serve some small groups in neighborhoods where our staff and scholarship
students live. The silver lining of this
new way of working is that staff became
more connected to their own communities, working in small pods and offering
masks and Covid-prevention materials,
as well as providing books, educational
and art activities to their own neighbors
in under-served communities in San
Ramon like El Plomo and May 11th
neighborhood.
In June, we began to deliver masks
to staff, scholarship students and the
children we visited. These children did
not have a mask to protect themselves
during the most difficult months of the
pandemic. The mask was accompanied
by two brochures — one is a small
coloring book and the other is a social
narrative for children about the proper
use of a mask.
In October and November, we delivered
more masks. We noticed that many children had stopped using the masks, some
because they think that Covid-19 is over,
others because they do not have money
to buy a mask. We see our role as to pro-

tect ourselves, the children
and their families. For this
reason, more masks were
donated so that this is not
an obstacle for children to
participate in the activities
we carry out. We thank
the TAG Foundation for
their flexibility in reallocating funds to
this initiative.
Technology for the Times
This year presented us with many changes and challenges in our organization,
including adapting to our new online
work reality. As luck would have it, in
February, we contracted our technology
education teacher, Enmanuel de Jesus
Reyes Molina for a full-time position,
not knowing how important technology
would be in the coming months. When
we began to work remotely, Enmanuel
dedicated his time to helping our staff
access the technology available to us.
In addition, he worked on the maintenance and updating of social networks
(facebook page) for La Chispa Library.
He also collaborated with staff to solicit
video contributions of the staff and
children reading stories and performing dances, which we were able to use to
create our YouTube channel: “Biblioteca
Virtual Planting Hope.” We encourage
you to subscribe to our channel and see

The new library cards
that all children will receive in 2021.

the work we are doing, including more
than 50 staff and student videos with
educational content!
Thanks to support from the TAG
Foundation, as well as a technology
upgrade from Rogers Rotary Club in
Minnesota, we have begun to implement a new online library catalog for
our materials and a new way to register
all our library patrons. This strategy
consists of a digital catalog through
which virtual access to the books will be
achieved through the LIBIB application.
Users have a range of options through
this app and are also asked to register
for a library card through a Google form.
Our hope is that when physical library
and mobile library visits are not possible, parents and children will be able to
browse our collection and request books
continued on page 4
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In February, for the first time, the La Chispa Library brought our
pleasure bookshelves out into the public library space where children
could pick up and choose a book.
continued from page 3

through the online system. The library
card system will also enable us to better
know how many children we are serving
in each community.
Taking advantage of the nearly empty
library and following Covid-19 prevention and physical distancing guidelines,
Planting Hope staff have been trained to
create a digital inventory and to use the
mobile application to scan books.
So far, we have catalogued over 400 of
our books in the Libib digital system.
This system provides an inventory of our
books and classifies and categorizes them
to provide children with a searchable
catalog. Once library cards are issued, we
hope that students will use this innovative system to browse and request books
to borrow from the comfort of their
homes using their parents’ smart phones.
The Planting Hope team will also bring
a phone and a tablet to the communities
we will visit, so that the children who do
not have access can make their request
to borrow books, which will be delivered
a week later. By the end of January 2021
we hope to deliver the cards of the children that have registered and continue to
register all the children we serve.
In Nicaragua the few libraries that
exist do not loan books to children or
adults to take home, perhaps for the fear
that they will be lost or destroyed. It is
difficult for children to borrow books
to read at home since given the lack of
resources, they are not used to reading at
home. In February, for the first time, the
La Chispa Library brought our pleasure
bookshelves out into the public library

Right, La Chispa Library’s new accessible book
shelves. Above, books on their way home with
students.

space where children could pick up and
choose their own books. This was an
experiment for us; we wanted to put our
trust and faith in the children that they
can be responsible and return the books
in good condition. It turned out to be an
excellent idea. Children and their parents
were very receptive. Children became
more confident in their ability both to
borrow and read a book, as well as to
take good care of them. When they hand
them in, they have an opportunity to
borrow a new book. I would say that we
managed to prove that if we put a book
into the hands of the children along with
our trust, they fulfill this trust and carefully use and return the books.

Due to the Covid-19 pandemic, Planting Hope had to cancel our April 2020
service-adventure trip to Nicaragua. We hope to host a trip when travel becomes safer.
4

Roots & Branches, winter 2020–21

Gratitude Despite
Hardships
Dear Planting Hope Friends,

A

s we near the end of 2020, although it’s impossible to ignore
all the difficulties this year has
brought, I’m constantly reminded of all
the things we have achieved in spite of
the hardships we faced this year.

I think back to January 2020 and am
so grateful that I was able to spend two
months in Nicaragua with my co-workers
there, before our world changed so
dramatically. During those months, we
worked on innovating our library space
and programs, bringing books out to
the public library space for children to
browse and choose for the first time!
We also hosted three different groups of
summer campers, some of whom were
stepping foot in La Chispa Library for the
first time; we held staff and student workshops on how to play games and cards to
aid a child’s educational development, we
found a new partner community to make
outreach visits, just outside of La Chispa.
When we realized that we’d need to adapt
to the pandemic, we made our staff and
students’ health and safety our priority. We delivered materials to students’
homes, so that they would have access
to educational materials there. We
had masks made and compiled easy-tounderstand coloring pages and brochures
about why we wear them. Then our staff
and scholarship students began to do
outreach in their own neighborhoods and
communities. Again, it amazes me that
in spite of the restrictions of Covid-19, we
were able to reach new populations who
we wouldn’t have otherwise gotten to
know. In this case, our staff’s neighbors
received their dedicated and dynamic
attention and we again broadened our
student base. I love the story Maywalina
tells of her young neighbor who had never
read a book before, and how he would ask
her, each day, when she’s going to bring

Above, students and staff gather outside La
Chispa Library at the end of the January vacation camp. Right, a virtual staff meeting.

him a new book to read. I’m grateful that
this pandemic has opened the door to
reading for some kids.
This year, at a time when many people
have lost their jobs, we have been able to
keep our staff employed. They feel grateful to have had this stability and that we
have taken their safety into account and
allowed them to work from home, with
some outreach as they felt comfortable.
Planting Hope’s broad donor base is what
provides stability during times like these.
Thank you for your past and present support. You have helped smooth the path
for people on a rocky new reality. You’ve
helped children to continue to be supported and even thrive in new and unexpected ways during the pandemic. You’ve
helped Planting Hope to bring masks and
Covid-prevention information to people
in an accessible way.
Thank you for your continued support.
We are hopeful that 2021 will allow us to
reconnect with what we’ve missed most

this year, and that it will bring a renewed
sense of gratitude for all that we do have.
Thank you for your continued support
that has helped us get so far.

Beth A. Merrill
Founder & Executive Director
beth@plantinghope.org
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Thank You, 2019–20 Donors
This list has been compiled with care based on donations made in our last fiscal year (October 1, 2019–September 30, 2020). If your name has been omitted or
listed incorrectly, please let us know so we can correct our records.

Donors

Gene Adee
Dagan Allardyce
Rose and Richard Allen
Eric and Cynthia
Anderson
John and Carol
Andrews
Paul Angell
David and Monisa
Angell
Jim and Cathy Angell
Sally Armstrong
Laura and Rich
Atkinson
Randy and Katie Back
Mike Ballard and
Caroline Beer
Justin Barnard
Jacqueline Barnhardt
and Charles
Wooldridge
Helen Beattie and
Brendan Buckley
Marcia Bellas and
Rick West
Mark Billian and Anne
Brin
Mary Alice Bisbee
Anita Blakely
Margaret Blanchard
Darryl and Barney
Bloom
Wendelyn Bolles
Nick Boozan
Jack Bopp
Andrea and Aaron
Brassard
Bernadette Brown
Nora Burkey
Ciara Bush
Jeanine Calabria
Ron and Pam Cameron

Judy Carpenter and
Karl Stein
Pat Carstensen
Paul and Sandal Cate
Nancy Chickering and
Kris Hammer
Michele Clark
Darlene Colby
Rebecca and Jonathan
Copans
Ruth Coppersmith
Paul Costello and
Maria Blais
Sara Costello

The Darmstadt Family
Anne and Douglas
Darrow
Jean and Charlie
Dickinson
Maureen Dobby
William Donahue
Ellen Doyle
Kirsten and Tom Dunn
Peter and Ann Earle
Liza and Lincoln EarleCenters
Gail Falk
Amy, Ellie and Eneko
Farr
Hilari Farrington
Dan Fassett
Anne Ferguson
Duncan Fort
Priscilla Fox and Steve
Klein
Andrew Fulton and
India Tresselt
Cindy Gauthier
Alison Gauthier
Katharine Gibson
Jessi Gilman
Phyllis Giordano
Kristin Glaser

Planting Hope
Board of Directors
Emily Sloan
chair

Paul Angell
treasurer

Donald de Voil
secretary

Nora Burkey

Cindy Gauthier
Heidemarie
Holmes-Heiss
Jed Lowy
Beth Merrill

founder &
executive director

Board Members Emeritus:
Peter Thoms & Darryl Bloom
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Joanne Greenberg
Haley Grey
Carlos Haase
Leslie Haines
Lynne Herbert
Jessica Hesselberg
Heidemarie and Steve
Holmes-Heiss
Donald and Allison
Hooper
Julia Howe
Ethan Hubbard
Averill Huff

Anchal Jain
Leah Jones
Laura and Jimmy Kalp
Michael Katzenberg
and Linda Prescott
Sarah Kinter and Tom
and Emma Curchin
Karen Klotz and Jerry
Schneider
Sierra Klotz and
Evaristo Gutierrez
Jane, Paul, Wilson and
Ginger Knight
Pam Laser and Eric,
Daniel and Corey Hart
Dorothy Laser
Helene and Mike
Laurenti
Barbara Leber
Theresa Lever
Sara Lisniansky
Joe Loga
Jed Lowy
Christopher and
Veda Lyon
Carol Maloney
Anika Manzoor and
Ariel Escorcia Soza
Irina Markova and
Steve Gold
Deborah and Paul
Markowitz
Jose Martz
Loretta Matarazzo
Suzie and Geo McCoy
Ruth and Robert
McCullough
Kathryn McCurdy
Duncan and Belle
McDougall
Marie and Jim
McWilliam
Sarah Mele
Mary Mello
Peter, Janet and
Kim Merrill
Beth Merrill and
Josue Montalvan

Bill Merrylees and
Lucy Patti
Aminadax Montalvan
and Pilar Galeote
Lillian Moore
Keith Morgan
Sarah Morgan and
Eric Remick
Ann Moulton
Kris Murphy
Stephen and Cindy
Murphy
Michele, Joe, Justin
and Caroline Murray
Family
Emily Nahat and
John Angell
Martha Newell and
Mike Kadas
Teresa and Jack Novick
Ann O’Laughlin and
Jack
Conrad and Anne
Ormsbee
Diadel Ortiz
Barbara, Robert and
Trevor Patterson
Kris Pavek and
Samantha Dean
Blaine Paxton and
Tracey McVetty
Mary and Andy
Perchlik
Vicki and Dave Pierson
Barb and Allen Ploof
Janet and John Poeton
Alexis Powell
Paige Radney
Catherine Reed
Kevin and Leah
Reynolds
Alban Richey
Marcia and Steven Riley
Brenda Ringwald
Rivendell Academy
Students
Cindy Robbins
Cara Robechek and
Donald DeVoil
Mildred Rose
Lori and Gary Rose
Timothy Sales
Walker Sales
Heidi Sanders
Karen and Richard
Saudek
Jessica Schlanger
Lauren Schlanger
Steve and Alison
Schlanger
Meredith Scott and

Volunteers

Visitors/Volunteers in Nicaragua

Rebecca Thomson, Jesse Colnes, Dane
Lieberman, Sierra Klotz and Evaristo
Gutierrez, Jed Lowy, Paul Angell, and
Terrena Vigil

Volunteers in Vermont

Camp Leaders: Cindy Gauthier and
Heidemarie Holmes-Heiss
Office Intern: Jane Miller-Arsenault
Counselors and CITs: Anja Rand, Daisy
Cervantes, Jane Miller-Arsenault, Ezra
Merrill-Triplett and Maizy Montalvan-Merrill
Zoey Irwin
Sarah Seidman
Julia Sendor
Angela Shea
Rebecca Sheppard
and John Bloch
Michael Sherman
Rebecca Singer
Emily Sloan and Terry
and Zivah Solomon
Samuel Sloan
Ben and Torrey Smith
Carol Specht
Daniel Stearns
Joan Stepenske
Art and Sue Stukey
Kimberly and Glenn
Sturgis
Jennifer Sturgis
Stephan and Linn Syz
Lisa Szucs
Christine Terry
Barbara Thompson
Peter Thoms and
Abby Colihan
Molly Jane Thoms
Dylan Treadwell
Emily Ufford and
Nery Trigueros
Ron Verdonk
Heidi Vietze and
Van Carr
Eddie Walbridge
Judith Walsh
Susan Walter
Meredith Warner and
Jeremy Beaudry
Dell Waterhouse
Harris Webster
K.C. Whiteley
Elizabeth and
Cate Wirth
David Witke

Deb Wolf and Anthony
Pollina
Valerie Woods-Lewis
Mark Yorra and
Kit Gates
Shari and Karia Young

in Honor of:

Agustin Moncada
by Gail Aloisio
Patricia McVeigh
by Christopher
McVeigh
Cece Llana, Jane and
Jacob Miller-Arsenault,
Nico and Charlie Harken
by Cecelia Miller

Organizations

The Chain Collaborative
Connect Roaters
Lorax Fund
The TAG Foundation
Tides Foundation
Unitarian Church
of Montpelier
Community Pouch
Recipient

sponsors
of the
Alternative
Outdoor
Solidarity
Craft Fair

Community National
Bank
Catamount Solar
Hunger Mountain
Coop
Montpelier Shaw’s

Thanks to all our
vendors, volunteers
and customers who
participated in this
year’s fair.

Filling the Need Next Door

Above, students from El Plomo gather at the San Ramon Soccer Stadium for an end-of-the-year
gathering with Planting Hope, with staff members Maywalina (far left) and Marvin (far right).
Photo by Milton Armas. Right, a young student takes some quiet time to color at the gathering.

W

hen Planting Hope staff
began to work remotely in
March 2020, we never imagined that we’d reach a whole new population of learners. That’s exactly what
happened when, by staying close to home,
our staff invited small pods of children in
their own neighborhoods to take part in
small group, dynamic learning activities
in their yards. The response has been a
resounding “yes!” as we engaged for the
first time with new populations of learners who are eager to stay connected with
our projects. The following are stories of
participants and their family members
who have participated in Planting Hope’s
visits to their community since the
pandemic. Visits take place in a community building, a soccer stadium or in the
patios of the teachers’ homes.

Carmen Liseth Garcia Gomez
I live in the May 11 neighborhood in San
Ramón and I am the mother of three
children who attend the activities with
Mobile Library. For me these activities
are very important since the children here
learn new things and they are motivated
to go to school. On Thursday when Planting Hope comes to our neighborhood, my
children get up early and take a bath. They

look very motivated to learn and at school
they talk to their classmates about all the
activities that take place here.
I feel very grateful to Sembrando Esperanzas since my children come home
happy, singing the songs they learn there.
It’s really good that they teach them
English because it is nice to hear a child
speak English, which helps them with
their elementary school English class.
In the neighborhood we feel happy because there is no other organization that
visits us, except the evangelical pastor on
Sundays. I also take the opportunity to
request the presence of Sembrando Esperanzas for the year 2021 in our neighborhood since no one visits us here, so that
the children can learn new things.
Ashling Judith
Bermudez Palacios
Ashling is 8 years old and visits the
communal house in the May 11 neighborhood for Planting Hope’s visits. She
mentioned that they have done several
activities but the ones she really likes are
painting and English class.
Ashling comments, “What I liked the
most was that one day they recorded me

saying a tongue twister and then they
uploaded that video to the Facebook
page, I liked it because I could see myself
and several people in the neighborhood
also saw me.
“I think it is important that Sembrando
Esperanzas come to do activities with us
children because we learn a lot and the
neighborhood is not bored. I want us to
do crafts in the future and decorate the
communal house, paint it beautiful, we
can make a cardboard door so that lazy
people do not enter and do not stain the
drawings we make.”
Cristobal Suazo (El Plomo
Community, San Ramón)
I live in the El Plomo community and I’m
29 years old. I made it to sixth grade, but
unfortunately I did not have the opportucontinued on page 8
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So far, Sembrando Esperanzas is the first program that comes
to this community to lend us books . . . I see this initiative to
loan books to children and adults as very important.
—Cristobal Suazo
continued from page 7

nity to continue studying or prepare myself academically, since I was orphaned at
the age of 9. Since that time, my family
who took care of me did not motivate me
or worry about my education.
This all began because I have a nephew
and niece, Yelsi and Tatiana, who always
go to the Planting Hope activities. They
go and bring brochures and books back
here to the house. I was very curious
and one day I went to see them since
I wanted to see what they were learning. One day I approached the teacher,
Maywalina’s house, to start borrowing
books, since I like to read. There is a lot
to learn and also tomorrow a child will
ask you things and you might not be able
to answer him, due to lack of knowledge.
Currently I have about 14 books that
I have read. The ones I liked the most
are Roxi and Rafi and The Water Cycle. I
spend my free time reading all the books
that seemed interesting to me.
So far Sembrando Esperanzas is the first
program that comes to this community

to lend us books and they tell us to take
the books home and bring them back
after we’ve read them. I see this initiative
to loan books to children and adults as
very important, there are many people
who do not like to read; they think
that they have become adults and that
everything ends there. Many have to
work in the fields and do not see reading
as a priority, but I personally feel that
this does not end here. People can learn
until the day they die, It’s useful to me
because I want to help my nieces learn
new things and I would like Planting
Hope to continue with this project in my
community next year, as long as we take
care of the books.
Lisandro Perez
Lisandro Pérez is a 5-year-old boy from
the El Plomo community, diagnosed
with Infantile Cerebral Palsy. His mother works in another distant community
and his grandparents, who take care of
him, do not send him to school to receive
classes. He only goes to school once a
week to The Pipitos in San Ramón on
Tuesdays to receive physiotherapy.

Cristobal with his niece, left, and Lisandro working on activities, right.
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Lisandro began receiving personalized
attention from Planting Hope teacher
Maywalina Picado when she began
to work from home. Once a week she
brings fun activities like crafts, coloring,
fine motor and gross motor exercises,
and she reads stories.
His grandmother tells us that Lisandro
is able to feed himself, asks to go to the
bathroom, is beginning to dress himself
and can shell corn. She sees that he has
difficulties in educational learning and
that she hopes that with Maywalina’s
visits he can continue to improve.
For her part, Maywalina tells us that she
likes to attend to Lisandro since she sees
the child’s interest in learning and sees
that he has difficulties. In addition she
feels that there are many activities to do
with him, but above all, the child always
asks me to visit him. As a teacher my
biggest dream with Lisandro is that he
manages to walk and that his grandparents integrate him into school, so that he
can develop more knowledge and skills.

Virtual Opportunities
with Planting Hope
P

lanting Hope staff recently began
preparing cultural exchange videos,
including skits, songs and question and
answers in Spanish. Stowe High School
students will view the videos and later
have a live-stream question and answer
with the presenters in Nicaragua. Students will learn about life in Nicaraguan
schools during the pandemic as well as
about music, art, Nicaraguan gastronomy, dance and Spanish classes.
Individual “Pay What You Can” virtual
classes are also available with English/
Spanish teacher, Milton Armas.
For more information about how you or
your school or student or adult learner
can take part in these online exchanges,
please contact Beth@plantinghope.org

Planting Hope’s staff gather at the Sueño de la Campana in San Ramon for their end-of-the-year
goodbye lunch. Clockwise from top: Mercedes, Lesther, Marisol, Yasser, Luis, Israel, Milton,
Enmanuel Osmar, Marvin and Maywalina.

Congratulations to our
High School Graduates

T

his year Planting Hope has four scholarship students who
are graduating from high school: three from Matagalpa
and one from El chile. Below, the graduates outside La Chispa
Library: from left, Jording Josue Centeno, Jelithza Junieth
Torrez Rostran, Manyel Francisco Matus Zamora and Izayana
Vanessa Mejía Alvarez. Jelithza and Izayana will study banking and finance, Jording will study medicine and Manyel
accounting. These students have served young people as library
helpers in their community in exchange for a stipend to help
them with their educations.

In Loving Memory

Don Agustin Moncada
Don Agustin Moncada, Planting Hope host father, farmer
and restauranteur, succumbed to Covid-19 in July 2020.
Planting Hope, along with Agustin’s wife and children,
Doña Aracely, Seydi, Julissa, Erick and Elvis thank all
those who donated to support his treatment.

plantinghope.org 9

Planting Hope, Inc.
PO Box 56
Montpelier, VT 05601

802-778-0344
plantinghope.org

Teen & Jr. Camp counselors prepare for a dance presentation at Spanish
camp. From left, Ezra, Jane, Maizy, Daisy and Anja.

Nicaragua
Summer Camp
in Vermont!

L

ast summer, Planting Hope was able
to host a Spanish and Nicaraguan
Cultural Immersion Summer Camp at
AllTogetherNow! in East Montpelier.
Performing Arts teacher Marvin Kraudy
Flores in Nicaragua, along with his 8
year old niece Fernanda Castillo Kraudy
were able to join the campers virtually
each day. During their connection, they
taught dance classes, as well as answered
Vermont kids’ questions about life in
Nicaragua. Children who were participating in the camp asked Fernanda questions
about what houses were like in Nicaragua,
how a child lives here and Fernanda ended
up giving them a tour of her house. Camp
was also supported by Planting Hope
board members and teen counselors.

Board member Cindy Gauthier, left, with counselors and campers wearing the masks they made
at camp.

Planting Hope staff provided the stories and contributed photos for this newsletter. Layout & design by Dana Dwinell-Yardley: ddydesign.com.

