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Enhancing educational opportunities, supporting grassroots initiatives
and fostering cultural exchanges in Nicaragua and the United States

Dear Planting Hope Donors,

T

his is the time of year when we usually write you where, to our surprise, our organization, Planting Hope,
with an update from Nicaragua, some gratitude was on the list of NGOs closed by the Nicaraguan
for all you helped us achieve and a request for
government.
donations. This year is very different.
At that point, uncertainty, fear, sadness and mourning
On May 23 of this year we celebrated our 20 years
set in. We felt that we were doing good work for
of existence and presence in the Walter Mendoza
children, and this made what we were going through feel
neighborhood (AKA “La Chispa”) in Matagalpa and
unreal. But we also knew that sooner or later it would
in the communities. We celebrated and planned a
happen to us, since the government had been closing
party for the children, including a piñata, refreshments, many other NGOs, accusing them of not complying
dances, songs and reading stories; in short, that day we
with a new requirement to register as foreign agents.
had an extravaganza of activities. That day we all had a
(For two years we attempted to submit the paperwork
great time.
required, but each time the government refused to
accept our declarations.) We are among 800 other
A day later, we were visiting a rural community in San
organizations, some international, some Nicaraguan,
Ramón when we received a phone call telling us to look which were canceled by the government in 2022 under
at the official government daily Gazette publication
the accusation of “undermining national sovereignty and
destabilizing the country.” Planting Hope has worked
exclusively for 20 years in favor of education and has
never been involved in politics. We are proud of our
former scholarship holders who today are professional
adults, of the exchanges that we did with young people
from Vermont and Nicaragua, in the construction of
La Chispa Library in Matagalpa where we received
more than 100 children daily, in the construction
of community preschools which we donated to the
communities, and of the dynamization of education in
the communities our mobile library visited.
Students celebrate La Chispa Library’s 20th anniversary in May 2022.
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strong and we will continue to fight for our goals,
keeping up the fight to leave our children a better
Nicaragua.

We feel more than grateful and proud of all the
achievements we have seen, which would not have
been possible without your collaboration. You’ve been We send you all a big hug and many thanks for all you
the helping hand which was always there, supporting have helped us achieve during these 20 years that we
have traveled together.
us in many ways so that the children could access a
better quality education. We also thank God for the
Mercedes Guerrero Arista
opportunity to have personally met many of you, that
Director, Planting Hope Nicaragua
you have entered our host families and that today you
are part of our lives.
Since the organization was closed on us, I have been
thinking about the implications. Although they took
away our legal status and building, they will never
take away this bond, this gratitude and this love that
we feel towards the children and towards you.
Currently, the former employees of Planting Hope
are fine, healthy and doing what we can to create
and rebuild our lives, which has been difficult since
Planting Hope was our second home. But we are

Top, children of El Plomo community, outside of San Ramón, browse pleasure reading options during Planting Hope’s “Day of the Book” celebration.
Above, Planting Hope sponsored special guest Milton Armas to teach Central Vermont Latinx kids a folkloric dance to the Nicaraguan song, “Hijos
del Maiz” to present at Montpelier’s first Hispanic and Latino Heritage Celebration on October 15, 2022. The dance was well-received by both
participants and audience. Planting Hope also hosted the Spanish and Latinx Cultural Immersion Camp at AllTogetherNow last summer.

Finding the Words to Let Go
Dear Planting Hope Supporters,

P

lease excuse this overdue update.
As with many hard things, putting
a positive spin on sad news doesn’t
come easily.

As we’ve noted in past newsletters, the
last several years have become more and
more difficult for both international and
local non-profit organizations to operate
in Nicaragua. This year has proven to
be the most difficult yet, with Planting
Hope’s closure in Nicaragua last May
and our subsequent eviction from our La
Chispa Library building. For this reason,
we are no longer soliciting donations for
the organization and this will likely be
our last newsletter to you.
Last year, we created a beautiful color
newsletter extravaganza with our 20
years of impact outlined in a timeline.
In the back of my mind, I worried that
the government might cancel Planting
Hope and we should celebrate the many
achievements that we had seen over the
20 years since we formed the organization. I wasn’t wrong in lifting up our
many accomplishments and people who
have made impacts and been influenced
by this organization. For 20 years, children in a neighborhood known as the bad
part of town have been able to feel proud
that theirs is one of the only neighborhoods where they can choose and even
borrow a book, where they can take a
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computer or art or English class for a very
nominal fee with very qualified teachers,
where children learned what a summer
vacation camp means and how much
fun they can be, where kids in the US
and Nicaragua have had a place to meet
up during cultural exchanges and share
games, activities and ways of life with
each other. In the words of one library
patron, we have grown up with a library
and that has changed the way we think
and our ideas about what we can do with
our lives.
The outpouring of sadness and support
from our students and community members when we had to vacate La Chispa
Library and tell our rural library patrons
that we would no longer visit has been
overwhelming. Knowing that we, together, have created something with such
a tremendous impact that will be missed
is heartening. Our efforts have not been
in vain.
I am told that the local government may
turn the library into their own municipal
library and cultural house, where dance
and painting classes will be offered. This

gives our community hope that the
gathering place and resources they have
grown up with may continue, albeit in a
different format.
As heartbreaking as this news is, I am
heartened by our staff’s resilience. They
continue to try to find ways to make a
living in Nicaragua, including microbusinesses from their homes. I have
begun teaching middle school Spanish,
sharing my love of the language and cultures with a new generation of Vermonters. We know the impact we have had
on individuals and communities, both in
Nicaragua, as well as with many students
and adults in the US who participated
in our cultural exchanges. We carry this
with us. Thank you for your part in our
20 year run. Together, we have impacted
generation of learners for the better. I
hope you too will carry this with you.

Beth Merrill,
Founder and Executive Director

Thanks to Our Donors
This list has been compiled with care based on donations made in our last fiscal year (October 1, 2021–September 30, 2022). If your name has been omitted
or listed incorrectly, we apologize and ask that you let us know so we can correct our records.

Donors

Rose and Richard Allen
Eric and Cynthia
Anderson
John and Carol Andrews
Paul Angell
Anonymous
Sally Armstrong
Laura and Rich Atkinson
Celene Blais
Mike Ballard and
Caroline Beer
Jacqueline Barnhardt
and Charles Wooldridge
Marcia Bellas and
Rick West
Susan and Jerome
Bernstein
Mark Billian and
Anne Brin
Mary Alice Bisbee
Darryl and Barney
Bloom
Jack Bopp
Andrea and Aaron
Brassard
Ron and Pam Cameron
Judy Carpenter and
Karl Stein
Paul and Sandal Cate
Rhoda and Rob
Chickering
Nancy Chickering and
Kris Hammer
Michele Clark
Hal and Shelley
Barsanti Cohen
Ellen and Fred Connor
Ellen Doyle
Elvira Dano and
Jason Kass
Alysa and Chip
Darmstadt
Anne and Douglas
Darrow
Jean and Charlie
Dickinson
Joe Dickinson and
Karen Schleske
Tom Dickinson
William Donahue
Kirsten and Tom Dunn
Peter and Ann Earle
Liza and Lincoln
Earle-Centers

Jacquelyn and Douglas
Emmons
Hilari Farrington
Duncan Fort
Priscilla Fox and Steve
Klein
Cindy Gauthier
Michael and Diane
Gavrish
Olivia Gelsinon
Phyllis Giordano
Jody Gladding and
David Hinton
Beatriz Gomez

Marguerite Guidry
Leslie Haines
Eric Hart and Pam Laser
Jessica Hesselberg
Heidemarie and Steve
Holmes-Heiss
Ethan Hubbard
Averill Huff
Jim and Molly Hutton
Donna Jerry
Michael Katzenberg and
Linda Prescott
Joseph Keich
Edward Kentish
Sarah Kinter and Tom
and Emma Curchin
Sierra Klotz
Jane and Paul Knight
Morgan Family
Foundation
Barbara Leber
Theresa Lever
Stephanie and Adam
Lindquist Scoville
Joe Loga
Jed Lowy
Christopher and Veda
Lyon
Frances Mallery
Anika Manzoor and Ariel
Escorcia Soza
Loretta Matarazzo
Ruth and Robert
McCullough
Duncan and Belle
McDougall
John Mele
Mary Mello
Peter, Janet and Kim
Merrill
Beth Merrill and Josue
Montalvan

Jen, Dan, Jacob and
Jane Miller-Arsenault
Lillian Moore
Keith Morgan
Stephen and Cindy
Murphy
Martha Newell and
Mike Kadas
Karen Nissen
Blaine Paxton and
Tracey McVetty
Vicki and Dave Pierson
Barb and Allen Ploof
Janet and John Poeton

Post-Kinney Family
Alexis Powell
Kevin and Leah Reynolds
Marcia and Steven Riley
Justin Riley
Brenda Ringwald
Cindy Robbins
Cara Robechek and
Donald DeVoil
Laury Saligman
Karen and Richard
Saudek
Ed Sbardellati and Clare
McFadden
Meredith Scott and
Zoey Irwin
Sarah Seidman
Angela and Nat
Shambaugh
Rebecca Sheppard
Michael Sherman
MIchelle Simard
Emily Sloan and
Terry Solomon
Samuel Sloan
Ben and Torrey Smith
Carol Specht and
Martin Sienkiewycz
Joan Stepenske and
Robert Troester
Kimberly and Glenn
Sturgis
Stephan and Linn Syz
Lisa Szucs
Barbara Thompson
Peter Thoms and
Abby Colihan
Karen Topper and
Malcolm Gray
Emily Ufford and
Nery Trigueros

The mobile library on the road.
Heidi Vietze and
Van Carr
John Vincent
Joanne Vyce and
Albert Castellano
Eddie Walbridge
Susan Walter
Dell Waterhouse
Harris Webster
Mike and Emily
Wetherell
Cate and Elizabeth
Wirth
Elly Wood
Mark Yorra and Kit Gates

in Honor,
In memory:

Jim and Cathy Angell in
honor of Paul Angell
Randy and Katie Back in
honor of all the children
of the world who are in
need of love, shelter and
education.
Molly Bopp in honor of
Jack Bopp
Thomas G. Dickinson
in honor of Jean L.
Dickinson
Rachel Dickerson
in honor of Ariel
Escorcia
Carlos Haase in honor
of Beth Merrill, 20 years
strong
Patty Jones in honor of
Sammy Rivera
Marek Bennett in honor
of Dina, Linden, Ross,
Joslin, Margaret, Will,
Judy, Bruce, Hartley

Shari Young in honor of
Karia Young-Eagle
Elisabeth and Esther
Hammer in memory of
Paul Hammer
Dan and Alyse Moore in
memory of Bobby Moore
Chris McVeigh in
memory of Tricia
McVeigh

Businesses,
Organizations,
and Solidarity
Craft Fair
Sponsors

Community National
Bank
Concept 2
Hunger Mountain Coop
Green Light Realty
Red Hen Bakery
The Lorax
Foundation
Rogers Rotary and
Nativity Lutheran
Church, MN
TAG Philanthropic
Foundation
Vermont Community
Foundation

Special thanks
to Nora Burkey for
years of service on the
Planting Hope Board.

Growing Up with Planting Hope

I

would need many pages to express all the gratitude I feel for Planting Hope
over these 20 years. Working with you had such a positive impact on my growth
as a human being. You taught me to recognize everything I had in my life.

Thank you for being present these past few years, which were difficult ones for
my sons and I. Thank you for all the marvelous people I met through you, whom
I treasure in my memories. Thank you for dedicating your time and efforts to
helping the children and families of Nicaragua.
And although it’s sad to write these lines and unavoidable not to cry, I wish you
the best in life. That God, Allah, Buddha and the universe take into account the
good and beautiful thing you have done for everyone.
I love you all and hope to be able to see you again one day.
A Nicaraguan hug,
Nereyda Urbina

As a high school student in 2002, Nereyda
was one of Planting Hope’s original scholarship student recipients. She later worked for
Planting Hope as a library activity coordinator,
mobile library educator and she participated in
2 cultural exchanges to Vermont. She is mom
to Michael and Maynor, who have also grown
up at La Chispa Library.

Closure

P

lanting Hope has had a full generation of impact in both Nicaragua and the United States. Former students,
interns and exchange participants have become staff, had children of their own and taken the project in new
directions. People’s lives have progressed and communities have reimagined their futures. While the library has
closed and the staff is no longer employed by the organization, there is still a momentum — a trajectory — that has
taken on a life of its own. You were part of that launch and should take pride in the possibilities that were engendered
in the lives of the many people who came into its sphere of influence. The time, however, has come to let it go. We are
not asking for donations and do not plan to produce newsletters or maintain an online presence. Thank you for the
support you have given in the past. We remain hopeful about a better future.

Planting Hope, Inc.
PO Box 56
Montpelier, VT 05601

802-778-0344
plantinghope.org

Solidarity
Craft Fair
Gets a New
Co-Host

T

his year, Planting Hope will cohost the 29th Annual Solidarity
Craft Fair with Main Street Middle
School’s 8th grade class. Proceeds
from the silent auction will benefit
the end-of-the-year trip to Montreal
to ensure that all students are able to
participate, regardless of the amount
they can pay. We hope you’ll come
and welcome our long-time and new
vendors back to the Bethany and
Unitarian Churches, on Main Street
in Montpelier, on Saturday, Dec.
10, from 9am to 3pm. The Silent
Auction, lunches and dessert crepes
will not disappoint!

29th Annual

Solidarity
Craft Fair

Saturday, Dec. 10 • 9am–3pm
Local & International vendors!

all proceeds benefit Main Street Middle School’s 8th grade trip to Canada

Unitarian
Church
Great Craft Vendors
Huge Silent Auction
Homemade
Lunch, Hot Drinks,
& Desserts

sponsored by:

Bethany
church
Great Craft Vendors
Dessert Crepes,
Homemade
Lunch & Hot
Drinks
Silent Auction

Need info? call 802-793-1821
or visit PlantingHope.org

